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No contribution hitherto made in ttia country to the great oanaa 
of human charity, has escited more general interest, or become 
more widely known, than tie Bequest of Stepben Girard to estab- 
lish and maintain a College for orphans. The character of the 
benevolence, the magnitude of the fund, and the splendor of the 
building, have all contributed to bring his institution prominently 
before the public eye, and to make it the object of pride to every 
dtizen, and of attraction to every stranger. 

The history of any man, whose hind heart could conceive, and 
whose vast means could accomplish a purpose fraught with so 
much good, would be interesting; but the life of Mr. Girard ia 
more than this, — it is instructive. It teaches us what we can do 
in the face of obstacles, when we are patient, zealous, and self-re- 
liant; it shows that there ia at least a partial omnipotence about 
the human will, that can supply the want of wealth, of friends, 
and of education ; but above all, it exemplifies how the hard toil 
of a life-time, and the thirst for gold, may be elevated' and sancti- 
fied by being devoted to the claims of humanity. 

Although comparatively humble in his origin, and without the 

advantages of wealth or education and the influences of friends, 

ho has reared to his memory the proudest and most enduring of 

monuments. Yet splendid aa is the marble structure which stands 

!• (5) 
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above his remaioB, it yields ia beauty to tho moi-al monument 
The benefactor sleeps among the orphan poor, whom his bounty 
ia constantly rearing. Thus for ever present, unseen but felt, lie 
daily stretches forth his " invisible hands " to lead some friendless 
child from ignorance and vice, to usefulness and perhaps distinction. 
And when, io the fullness of time, many homes have been mado 
happy, many orphans have been fed and clothed and educated, and 
many men rendered useful to tlicir country and themselves, each 
happy home, or rescued child, or useful citizen will be a living 
monument to perpetuate the name and embalm the memory of tho 
dead " Mariner and Merchant." 

Tho retiring disposition and nnobtrusiye character of Mr. G-i- 
rard, refused to gratify tho curiosity, which waa not unfrequently 
expressed during his life-time, to learn something of his early his- 
tory. It is not therefore remarkable that hitherto, in the absence 
of all means of iuowledge, no reliable information, particularly of 
this portion of his life, has existed, and that many erroneous state- 
ments have been so frequently made, that Fiction has now almost 
grown to be Fact. Among the provisions of his will is the direc- 
tion, that his books and papers shall be deposited in a room of his 
College, and bo therein carefully preserved. Fortunately tiieso 
musty records have afforded in a material degree the light which 
has hitherto been wanting, and to them the writer has been princi- 
pally indebted for the materials of this brief Biography. 

Stephen Girard was bom in Bordeaux on the 21st day of May 
1750. He was the eldest of five children who were descended 
from Pierre Girard, described in the registry of Baptism, now pre- 
served in tliat city, as a sea-captain, and Mdlle. Lafargue his wife. 

Without wishing to trespass upon the sacred privacy cf domeS' 
tic life, it is painfully evident even from the scanty light afforded 
by his letters, that tho early life of Stephen was by no moans a 
happy one. In every one of the few references which are found 
in this portion of his histoij — for it was a subject that be seldom 
referred to,— there is the same proof, that his childhood had no 
pleasant or sweet remembrances. Sixty-three years afterwards, h» 
thus wrote of this portion of his history. " I have the proud satr 
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isfiioliQa to know that mj conduct, my labor, and my economy 

liave enabled me to do one 

than they altogether have i 

tirth. While my brothers 

one whose education 

has not left me yet, has p 

to society." The correct 



idred times more for my relatives, 
lone for me since the day of my 
taught at College, I was the only 
Bat the love of labor, which 
mo in the ranks of citizens useful 
of this unhappiness is now difficult 
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ture meana of livelihood. In the year 1764, then not quite four- 
teen years of age, he left his home with the consent of his parents, 
and for the purpose of acquiring a practical knowledge of the pro- 
fession be had chosen, sailed for St. Domingo in tho capacity of a 
sailor on board a vessel called the " Pelerin," commanded by Cap- 
tain John Oourteau. Upon the termination of this voyage, which 
lasted some ten months, he returned to his home, Wt soon sailed 
again for the French West Indian possessions, between which 
islands and Bordeaux he continued to make fcequent voyages in the 
conrsQ of the next nine years. During this time he labored assid- 
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nlously to supply the want of early education, and particularly to 
perfect himself in nautical infonnation. And with such favorable 
results was this industry attended, that his last voyages were per- 
formed in the capacity of first offieer, or, as the office waa then 
termed in the French mercantile marine, Lieutenant of his vessel. 

Stephen waa no idler during these cruises. In addition to 
be(!oiaing proficient in practical navigation and astronomyj he was 
laying the foundation of his future fortune by careful study of 
general mercantile operations, and particularly of the products of 
these Islands, the habits of their people, and their mode of buying 
and selling. 

Upon his return to Lis home at the termination of his sixth 
voyage, having now obtained the requisite theoretical and practical 
knowledge, he applied for authority to command a vessel. The 
existing laws of Franco rei^uired that in addition to Q fised period 
of sea service, the applicant should have made two cruises upon a 
national vessel, and should be at least twenty-five years of age. 
These two latter requisites were wanting in his case, but the influ- 
ence of his family was sufficient to obtain a dispensation, and after 
undergoing the necessary examination, a license was duly granted 
on the 4th of October 1773, which is yet in existence, giving (for 
so it reads) " to Stephen G-irard of Bordeaux full authority to act 
as Gaptiun, Master, and Patron of a Merchant Vessel." 

The early age at which he attained this rapid promotion in the 
face of limited education and other difSculties, sufficiently attMts 
the zeal and energy with which he must have labored during 
these ten years, and gave earnest of that decision of character and 
perseverance which so distinguished his after life. 

His attention appears now for the first lime to have been turned 
to the prosecution of commercial aflairs in connection with tha 
pursuit of the sea; and at this period commences the first con- 
tinuous record which- is to be found among the large mass of books 
and papers, the accumulation of nearly sixty years of active business 
life, which he directs shall be preserved in one of the rooms of 
the College, This Record consists of a Journal kept by himself 
in a neat and careful style, and contains the invoices and the 
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acoounta of sales of a quantity of goods suited to a West India 
market, which he at this time purchased from sundry merchants 
in Bordeaux, partly on his own credit and partly on that of his 
father; and from this period, beginning with this moderate invest- 
ment, really dates tlie commencement of that magnificent fortune, 
which in after years, so ahundantly rewarded his industry, perse- 
verance, and economy. 

With tliese goods, amounting to nearly 16,000 livrea, or atout 
3000 dollars in Federal money, Mr. Girard started on his first 
mercantile adventure, and sailed again from his home, (which he 
never afterwards revisited,) arriving at St. Marc's, in the island of 
St. Domingo, in the montlt of February 1774. He soon disposed 
of his venture there, and at Port au Prince; and, converting the 
proceeds into produce, he left the West Indies and arrived for the 
first time io the United Stales at tho port of New Tork, in the 
month of July of the sime je r The business tact ajid shrewd- 
ness displayed in di'iposn g of the articles which he brought with 
him to Kew Yoit. attracted tho notice of Mr. Thomas Randall, 
then a merchant of that pbce whose countenance and assistance 
proved of maternl advantage to liim in his subsequent mercantile 
arrangements. Dur nf, the three following years he laboriously 
employed his time m tradmg between New York, New Orleans, 
and Port au Pnuce in the first inst nee as mate on board a ship 
called L'amiable Louisl, Captain Mabhard, and suhsecjuently as 
master and part owner, jointly with Mr. Randal!, of a small vessel 
and cargo. 

It was in this latter capacity, that in the month of May 1777, 
Mr. Girard entered the waters of the Delaware, and arrived for 
the first time at Philadelphia. The business facilities and practi- 
cal information which he had by this time acquired through his in- 
tercourse with merchants in New York, New Orleans, and St, 
Domingo, joined to the control of a small capital gained by his 
thrift and steady labor since his departure from Bordeaux, deter- 
mined him now to change tho dangerous profession of a sailor, for 
the less hazardous and more profitable one of a merchant. With 
thU view he commenced business, and rented a store io Water 
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Btreet, within a short distance of the spot where he afterwards 
located himself permanently. 

In the month of July of this year, Mr. Girard was married to 
Mary Lumm, a native of Philadelphia ; and soon after the laar- 
riage, on tho approach of the British troops to taie possession of 
the city, he left with his wife for Mount Holly in the state of New 
Jersey, where he purchased a small property, and where Le con- 
tinued to reside until the evacuation of Philadelphia hy the enemy 
on the 17th of June 1778, when he again returned and resumed hia 
business. Although unwilling to dwell upon a subject of so ranch 
delicacy, it is properto state, thatthis marriage did not reaulthappily. 
There is sufficient evidence among the papers of Mr. Girard to show, 
that, as is not unusual in such matters, hia reputation while living, 
and his memory after death, have both unjustly suffered from erro- 
neous public impressions on this subject. lu the beginning 
of the year 1785, his wife exhibited signs of derangement of mind, 
which increaned until it became necessary to to maie application 
for her admission into the Pennsylvania Hospital, were she was 
accordingly received in September of that yeai'. Shortly after- 
wards however, anxious to try every means of restoration, he re- 
moved her from that institution, and placed her in the country, but 
without benefit. In consequence of this affliction, bis domestic 
condition became so painful, that he finally determined to return 
to hia old occupation of a mariner, and by absence seek the tran- 
quillity denied him in his home. For this purpose he sailed for 
the Mediterranean, but upon his return finding that the disorder 
of his wife, instead of being lessened, had greatly augmented, he 
took measures to place her again in the Hospilal, Mrs. Girard 
was admitted anew on the 31st of August 1790, into that institu- 
tion, where she gave birth in May of the following year to a fe- 
male child (tho only issue of this unfortunate marriage) who died 
shortly afterwards, and where she remained until her death in Sep- 
tember 1815. Her remains were deposited in the grounds on the 
north side of the Hospital. 

Upon his return to Philadelphia, Mr. Girard directed his atten- 
tion paiticularly to the West India trade, for which Lis previous 
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education peculiai'ly fitted him, and for whicii some advautagoB 
were furnished ia the residence in St. Domingo. of his brdthei; John, 
vho had now hecome a member of a commercial house at Cape 
Francois, 

Prosecuting successfully this trade, Mr. Girard in the year 1780 
'entered into partnership with Joseph Balde^iqui , for although the 
feet ia not generally hnown, he was oa two occasions engaged 
jointly in business; — first, in the instacce ju^t cited, and after- 
wards in 1786 with hia brother John Neither of these business 
arrangements continued long, or proved satisfactory; for hia active 
mind, and intuitive perception in commercial matters, could ill 
brook the restraint and mistakes of others less favored. 

The earnest labor, and the stnct economy, with which he con- 
ducted his business at this penod, joined to unusual skill as a 
merchant, now rendered his progress to fortune both sure and 
rapid. In 1784 ho constructed hia first vessel the "Two Bro- 
thers," and his brother having arrived in September 1786 to take 
his place in the management of the house here, Stephen sailed in 
command of this brig for Charleston, and thence to the Medi- 
terranean, returning to Philadelphia in July 1788. This partner- 
ship was shortly afterwards dissolved, and he resumed the man- 
agement of his business in person, continuing afterwards to reside 
uninterruptedly ip the city of Philadelphia until his death. 

At this period of the life of Mr. Girard, an incident occurred 
which deserves more than a pasang notice; — an incident, which 
for its moral heroism and self-denying charity, gives to his name 
even a higher title than that of being the Founder of the College 
for Orphans. 

Ia the latter part of the month of July 1703, a malignant dis- 
order, which soon proved to be the Yellow Pever in its most fatal 
form, broke out in Water street between Arch and Race streets in 
the city of Philadelphia. Extending northwards to Vine street, 
it w s n nmun'cated to Front, and thence extended to the 
parall 1 and hose running east and west. Every attempt 

to s ay the d so de proved unavailing, and the pestilence swept 
on w h If, 1 3 p wer, gathering fresh force with fresh victims, 
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lint 1 li f ty b ame one vast clianiel-bouse. All wliose 

m n u tu p m tted, fled in dismay, and the Eoenea 

f ]i nd d ath th t w eshibited in tbe streets of PhiJadel- 

pii I t ul !y f m th 25th of August until late ia tlie month 
f & pt mb Id t 1 been excelled, in proportion to the 

p p 1 t n ly til f m pi gue of Athecs, or the pestilence of 
J nd n Th t f n tu were for the moment forgotten, or 
upt d Autb at e recorded, where parent and child, 

nd h b nd nd w f d d d sorted and alone, for want of a little 
ax f m th hand f ab nt kindred. The public buildings wer<? 
1 da tfth h ha were shut up, and the few remaining 
p n w n ly d ted j, M3 literally grew in the streets, and 
n th ng ] t b I tl e 1 of this desolation, except the occa- 
n 1 w I f t wHch stole out upon the air, or the 

rumbling of the cart which carried the sick man to the Hospital, 
or the dead man to the grave. 

In the midst of this temfio pestilence, an anonymous call ap- 
peared on the 10th of September in the Federal Gazette, the only 
paper which continued to bo published, stating that all but three 
of the Visitors of the Poor had either fled or succumbed to the 
disease, and begging for assistance from such benevolent citJEeua 
as would volunteer their aid. In consequence of this call, a meet- 
ing was held at the City Hall on the 12th and another on the 14th 
of that month, at which a committee was appointed of those who 
voluntarily offered their services in the dangerous undertaking. 
This committee, originally consisting of twenty-seven, but which 
ultimately dwindled to twelve members, immediately proceeded to 
take active measures for the relief of the distressed. Their first 
care was directed to the organization of the Hospital at Bush Hill, 
which was reported by the Physidan in attendance as being with- 
out order or regulation, far from clean, and in immediate want of 
qualified persons to begin and establish the necessary arrange- 
ments. These qualified agents wero not to be had. Money conld 
not purchase such self-devotion, for the entrance to that pest-house 
was deemed hut a passage to the grave. At this trying moment, 
two men magnanimously offered themselves as the forlorn hope of 
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the committee, Od the miDutes of that body uuder dafe of Sep- 
tember 15, ia found the following estract: "Stephen Girard, and 
Peter Helm, members of the committee, commiserating the calam- 
itona state to which the sick may probably be reduced for want of 
suitable persons to superintend the Hospital, -voluntarily offered 
their services for that benevolent employment." The late Mor- 
thew Carey, himself also a nsember of that body, describing this 
incident, writes as follows : " At the meeting on Sunday, September 
the 15th, a circumstance occurred to which the most glowing pen- 
cil can hardly do justice. Stephen Girard, a wealthy merchant, ^ 
native of France, and one of the members of the committee, sym- 
pathiaing with the wretched situation of the sufferers at Bush 
Hill, voluntarily and nnespeciedly offered himself as a manager to 
superintend that Hospital, The surprise and satisfaction oxcil«d 
by this extraordinary effort of humanity, can be better conceived 
than expressed. " 

To estimate properly the value of this act of self-devotion, we 
must call to mind that Mr. Girard was then in the zenith of his life, 
and already a man of wealth and influence, with a prospect beforehira 
of a long career of happiness, usefulness, and riches. A foreigner, 
and without immediate family, it could not be expected that any 
strong bonds of sympathy existed between him and the people of 
that pestilence-stricken city. Before him stood probable death in 
its most repulsive form ; certain and heavy losses were to be 
entailed in the neglect of his private interests; the most loathsome 
and the most menial duties were to be performed in person ; and 
the possible reward of all this was a nameless grave upon the 
heights of Bush Hil!. 

On the afternoon of the same day on which he offered his ser- 
vices, Mr. Girard entered upon his dutie.s, and his persevering and 
decisive character was immediately felt in every thing. Order 
soon reigned where all "before was confusion; cleanliness took the 
plane of filth; attendants and medicines were at hand; supplies 
and accommodations were provided, and on the very next day ha 
reported the Hospital as ready to afford every assistance. The 
following interesting extract from a letter written by him at this 
2 
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time to his fiienJ Samatan in Marseilles, dcficribes vividly the eon. 
ditiou of things in this unfortunate cify. '' The mortality ia so 
great, and the fear so general, that it is no longer possible to find 
nurses for the sickj or men to bury the dead. In fine, we are in 
a most deplorable situation. Those of our people who iiave 
escaped the disease, have fled from their homes ; almost all the 
houses are closed, and Philadelphiana are not received into the 
neighboring villages, without undergoing quarantine. The few 
who havo had the courage to remain, have eitabliahetl a Hospital 
at a little distance from the city, for the reception of the unfortu- 
nate. I am the active Director, wticli causes me much anxiety. 
I do not know when the disease niU cease, I am about leaving 
this moment for the Hospital, where the great number of the 
Melt, who are constantly arriving, requires my constant presence." 

For sixty days he continued to discharge his duties at the 
Hospital, and up to the 9th of Marok following, when the com- 
mittee concluded its labors, and ceased to exist, his name ia 
found upon the records as a faithful attendant at its meetings. 
And tbese noble men did not confine themselves to mere efforts to 
stay the diteaao. They raised upon their individual credit the 
nece'Wiry funds, until public contributions could reimburse them; 
they supplied tlie poor with money, provisions, and firewood j they 
fuinished burial for the dead ; they received under their care 192 
orphan children, fmany of them infants,) whoso natural protectors 
Lad perished of the fever; they cleansed and purified all infected 
places^ and they ceased their labors only when they had taken 
precautions against a similar calamity in future, by procuring better 
sanitary regulations, and a permanent Hospital for such diseases. 

The deadly nature of the sickness may be inferred from the 
fact, that during the period between the 1st of August and the 
Sth of November, 4031 intermenfe took place in the burial 
grounds in and about the city, out of apopulation of not quite 
25,000 persons who 'remained in Phikdelphia and the Districts 
during the Plague. 

The feelings which actuated Mr. Girard, and the modest csti- 
piate which he placed upon these services, may he best infej'red 
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from, the following oxtracta of the very few and br ef 1 tt i^ wluolt 
he appears to have written duimg the contmuanoo ot the disease 
"The deplorable situatioa to whioh fnght and "lehness have 
reduced the inhabitants of our city, demands succor from those 
who do not fear death, or wbo at least do not see any ri'^k in tho 
epidemic which now prevails here This will ooi,upy roe tor 
soma time, and if I have the misfortune to succumb, I will have 
at least the satisfaction to have perfoimed a duty whieh we all 
owe to each other " (Lottei to Les 1 ila de P C hangeraus -ind 
Co , Baltimore, September 16th, 179o ) 'You will reeene my 
thanks for your high, opinion respecting my occupation m the 
ealimity which his, latt,ly afflicted luy fellow-citiiens On that 
occasion, I only regret that my •ftrengfh anl ability have not fully 
seconded my good will " (To John Ferni, Nepr i orfc, November 
4tli, 1798.) Among the proudest memorials of its founder whioh 
tic College now possesses, is a worm-eaten ind dust oo\ ered chest, 
containing the records and papers connected with his administration 
of the Hospital, during that eventful period 

In 1797 and 1798, the fever agcdn prevails. I in Philadelphia 
with fearful violence, and again Jlr. Girard exhibited the same 
enlarged philanthropy, and the san e disiegard of danger by 
liberal conlributiona and personal services to the sick ai d djinf. 

It has been currently believed, that at tlio umi, of tho i isurrco 
tion and massacre which occurred in St Domingj in 1793 be 
received a largo acoession to his fortune fiom valuibka pi oed 
for safety on board of his vessels, then ijmg there nnd wh ch 
were never claimed, on account of the owners being destroyed by 
the blacks. It is almost needless to say, that no reliable evidence 
for this belief has ever been furaisbed. On the contrary, his 
books would seem to show that he must have sustained heavy 
losses by the destruotdon of large amounts of goods, in Cape 
Francois, when that toWn was burned by the insurgents, and by 
the massacre or bankruptcy of many of the lucrchants who wore 
in his debt. 

His advancement to great wealth was henceforth sure and rapid. 
During the period that intervened between 1793 and 1812, his 
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fits. The grain or cotton of this country, with whioii his Btaucch 
ships wero freighted, was esohanged with the Lisbon trader, or the 
merchant of Bordeaux, for tbo fruita of the one, or the wines of 
the other, in order to pay tbo llusaian for the iron or hemp whieli 
the same vessel brought back to him; or the sugar a,nd coffee of 
tho West Indies, furnished him at Hamburg or Amsterdam with 
the outward cargo or the Spanish dollars which were to procure 
him at the Spice islands, Calcutta or Canton, the product of those 
cljmes, and thus bring to Lis doors from each distant portion of tho 
globe, the added riches of the world. It was during this period, 
that he built the splendid fleet of vessels which he principally 
named ailer distinguished French Philosophers, and which were 
then unexcelled in our marine for quality and size. The Rousseau, 
the Voltaire, the Helvetius, and the Montesquieu, were among 
the most favored and most successful of his vessels. 

The skill and judgment required in conducting such eomplicuted 
affairs, and the unusual ability exhibited in the letters of instruc- 
tion to his captains, supercargoes, or consignees, in these voyages, 
displaying alike a thorough knowledge of his profession and an 
intimile aeqaaintance with human nature, evidence that Mr. Gi- 
rard possessed a mind and powers that would have rendered him 
emment m any department of life, and that with the advantages 
of estendtd education he would have been one of the most distin- 
gmshcdj as ho certainly was one of the most remarkable men of 
his time 

In these letters of instruction, which are admirable models of 
their kmd, he was most precise and particular in giving direetiona 
for every contingency, and he invariably required the strictest ohe- 
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dienee to tis orders, let the result be ivliat it might. He was also 
rigid in demanding from his officers and men, correct habits and 
conduct while in his employment. Having some suspicion of one 
of the officers of his ship Voltaire, about to sail in 1815 to Can- 
ton, be wrote to Captain Bowen " I desire you not to permit a 
drunkca or immoral raai t re na n o boar 1 t or&h] IMa 
ever such a man makes d stu b nee s d ^ e ble to be est 
of fie crew, no matter who he d scharj.e h m vhenever j u 
have the opportunity. And f .in of mfaj.j ent es 1 oull not 
conduct themselves properly I autt n o you to co o tbem s I 
would myself. My intent on be ng that they shall lea a. beir 
business, so after they are free tl ey may be us ful to ben elves 
and to their country." 

In 1802 he was elected to represent bis fellow -utizui a m the 
councils of Pbiladolpbia, and he continued for several terras to serve 
tbem in that capacity faithfully and usefully. For over twenty- 
two years be also discharged the duties of Warden of the Port, to 
which office be was annually appointed by the various state admin- 
istrations. For altbougb the absorbing character of bis extensive 
business, as well as his retiring disposition, prevented him from 
seeking any distinction foreign to his occupation, yet ho fully re- 
cognized the claims that the Public have to the services of every 
citizen. As a Director of many public institutions lie also freely 
gave his time, which to him really was money : and in Ibe dis- 
charge of all these duties he was faithful, prompt, and intelligent. 

About the year 1810, the funds belonging to Mr. Girard in the 
bands of Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Oo, of London bad in- 
creased to nearly one million of dollars. To withdraw this large 
amount without danger of loss was a task of no ordinary difficulty, 
and his papers show that he esperienoed much alarm and anxiety 
on this account. Exchange in England had fallen below par; the 
solvency of the foreign bouse was for a time a matter of great 
doubt, and the difEculties between Great Britain and this country 
already threatened war. But by skilful management he succeeded 
safely and profitably in extricating his money, principally by pur- 
chasing in England United States government stock and shares of 
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the BanL of the United States Having Ihus ohtaicel sy laige 
an inleiest m this bnnk, upon the espiralion of ita ohirti.rin IHH 
he dtternijncd to bi.i,oaie a banker , and having in June 1 812 pur 
chised the }y\nl. ng house of that institution he commenced hia 
opPTationi" Tho business of the National Bank ani the funds m 
its vaults remiined with hia institution, and he thus begin Lia 
new career with unusual advantages and prospects cf succlss, 
while it the same time the distress which would have resulted 
frim the abstraction ot so large an amount of capital flora tho 
community was prevented 

He diJ not however permit this new occupation to withdriiv 
him fiom hn former mcrcantik pursuiti His tnde with China, 
the Eiist Indies, and other phcea east of the C'^pe of (lood 
Htpi., aa well as wilh the noifh of Kuiope, wia continued as es 
fcnsively and as profitably aa hitherto. Although the skill with 
which he directed hia business gave his opel-ations general success, 
it must not be supposed that equal good fortune attended all his 
speculations. Occasionally he met witli heavy losses, and his emi- 
nent genius for his profeasion was as strongly shown by the celeri- 
ty with which he recovered from reverses, as by his usual success, 
"We are all the subjects, (he says in ono of his letters,) of what 
you call 'reverses of fortune.' Tho great secret is to make good 
use of fortune, and when reverses come, receive them with ' sang 
fi'oid,' and by redoubled activity and economy endeavor to repair 
them." A striking instance will best illt^trate this trait in hia 
character. On the 17th of December 1810, his fine ship the 
" Montesquieu " sailed from the port of Philadelphia for Valparaiso, 
and thence for Canton, where slie arrived on the ISth of Feb- 
ruary 1812. In November of the same year, she sailed from this 
latter place for Philadelphia with a most valuable China cargo on 
board. Singular as it may seem, she passed through that immense 
extent of sea without meeting a British cruiser or speaking a vessel 
that could inform her of the war which then existed between Great 
Britain and this country. She arrived olT the capes of the Dela- 
ware on the night of the 26th of March 1813, and commenced 
discharging guns for a pilot. This firing soon attracted the atteu- 
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tion of a small schooner called "La Paz," (indiguantly described 
by Mr. Girai-d as about the sho of a wood-shallop,) then laying 
inside the cape off Lcwistown, and which proved to be a lender 
to the British man-of-war "Poiotiers." As soon as the light and 
the tide served in tlie morning, this small and ill-manned cnift 
pushed out to sea, and sailing up to the tinresisting though well- 
armed Montesquieu, captured her and her valuable cargo. 

The loss of this fine vessel and cargo, neither of which was in- 
sured, at .bis very doors, after passing safely through all the perils 
of the sea, was of course a severe trial to Mr. Girard ; but he im- 
mediately set alout repairing tie disaster, and after the necessary 
negotiations with Sir John Beresford, who theu commanded the 
English squadron in our waters, lie ransomed her for the Tery 
largo sum of 180,000 dollars, which he paid ia coin. The vessel 
was released and proceeded up to the city, and his calculations and 
foresight were moat fully realized in the result; for it is shown by 
his boolis, that notwithstanding this heavy loss, the cargo brought 
him enornjous profits, a large portion of the teas producing as high 
as Si-li per pound at auotJon, in consequence of the sciiroity 
caused by the war. 

Soon after his arrival at Philadelphia, Mr. Girard took the oath 
of allegiance to the Government^ (the prelintinary residence now 
required being then not necessary,) and became a citizen of the 
United States. His attachment to his adopted country was sin- 
cere and undoubted. In heart and on principle a republican, his 
sympathies were soon warmly enlisted for the land which had shel- 
tered him, and under whose free institutions he had prospered. 
On several occasions during the war of 1812, he rendered valuable 
services to the government by placing at its disposal the resources 
of his bank, at times of difficulty and embarrassment. And when, 
in 1814, the public credit was prostrated, and the resources of the 
country were sorely taxed, he promptly stepped forwai'd and sub- 
scribed to a very large loan which the administration had vainly 
before sought to obtain. The sinews of war were thus furnished, 
public confidence waS restored, and a series of brilliant victories 
resulted in a peace, to which he thus referred in a letter written 
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Q dintiesia, you are to follow my invaiiable 
a board and bring them tome free of eaponse." 
One of the most solemn injunctions in his will is the direction that 
"by every proper means a pure attachment to our republican 
institutions, and to the sacred rights of conscience, as guarantied 
by our happy constitution, staU be formed and fostered iu the 
minds of these scholars." 

From the period of the estahl! aliment of his bank, until his 
death, Mr. Girard confinued to prosecute uninterruptedly Lis com- 
mercial and banking business. Although the vast and compli- 
cated uature of these occupations would have been sufficient to oc- 
cupy the entire attention of most men, he found sufficient leisure, 
by methodizing his time, to indulge a strong fondness for agricul- 
tural pursuits, by cultivating a farm in the neighbourhood of the 
city. To this place he paid almost daily visits, directing with 
skill its operations, and assisting personally in its labors, and few 
of his vessels ever sailed for distant places without taking .out 
orders for choice plants, seeds, or fruit-trees, to adora and improve 
it. These new varieties of fruits and flowers were gradually es- 
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tended througliout tho neigliborhood, and much of the celebrity 
which the markets of Philadelphia have enjojed is thus due tn 
Ilia enterprise and love of such pursuifs. 

To every judieioi:^ public improvement he was an early anil 
constant friend, but so retiring was hia disposition, that when the 
rlirectors of tlie Schuylkill JS"aTigation Company, wishing to testify 
their gratitude for his kindness in loaning large amounts of money, 
and taking large amounts of stock, by formal vote requested him 
to sit for his portrait, to be preserved in the arciiives of the com- 
pany, be peremptorily refused compliance. 

Although, cautious not to be imposed upon in affording 
relief, the heart of Mr. Girard was not often closed to an autboa- 
tio case of distress. There is ample evidence to show that bis 
private charities were much more extensive than the world has 
given him credit for, Altliough differing from the great majority 
of denominations in his religious sentiments, he gave freely whea 
his assistance was asked for the erection of churches and other 
Christian institutions. To his neighbors, especially when sick, 
he was attentive and humane, nursing tliem and administering to 
their ailments, in which he had considerable skill, and in which he 
always tooi pleasure. His belief in the many simple remedies 
with which he was in the habit of treating the aiek, was accom- 
panied, as is not unusual in such oases, with a rather disparaging 
opinion of the Medical Profession. In the annual recurrence of 
the fever which followed for many years the epidemic of 1793, and 
in which his services were always freely rendered to the sick and 
poor, ho attributed much of the severity of the disease to the igno- 
ranoQ of the local physicians about the nature of the pestilence. 
The following humorous allusion to the doctors is found in a letter 
written in January 1799 to liis friend Devize, then in France, but 
who liad been associated mth him as physician of the Bush Hill 
hospital in 1793. After describing the efFeets of the epidemic, l:e 
says: — "During all this frightful time, I have constantly remained 
in the city, and without neglecting my public duties I have played 
a part which will make you smile. Would yon believe it, my 
friend, that I have visited as many as fifteen sick people in a day, 
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and what will surprise you still more, I have lost only one patient, 
an Irishman, who would drink a little. I do not flatter myself 
that I have cured one single person, but yon will think with me, 
that in my quality of Philadelphia physician I have heen very 
moderate, and that hot one of my confreres ha^e killed fewer than 
myself." 

As has teen already stated, his feelings were early alienated 
from his family, yet during his entire life he supported or assisted 
such of them as were in need. And it is duo to his memory to 
record here, that his books fumisli unmistnkeahle eyidence, that 
the public impression which has usually prevailed on the subject 
of his want of kindness to his relatives, has been incorrect and 
unjust. 

The fame of his large fortune, esaggerated beyond the truth 
by popular rumor, joined to the absence of oliildren on whom to 
bestow it, caiuwd him to be almost constantly importuned for assis- 
(ance or relief, from all parts of the country, and from known and 

Although it is reasonable to suppose that most of these applica- 
tions were destroyed when received, yet a sufficient number still 
exist to cause wonder at their frequency and excite a smile at the 
transparent cupidiiy of th w t rs It is not known at what 
period of his life his atte w fi t d rected to fie establish- 

ment of an Institution f O ph b t there is reason to believe 
that the idea had been e te t d f y rs, and that the details 
of ite plan had been the bj t f 1 g nd careful reflection. 

It is at least a curious comcidence in connection with this sub- 
ject, that among his papers are found two anonymous letters, in 
tto ij'rench language, which wore sent to Jlr. Girard in 1810, 
accompanied by a copy of the Testament of FortunS Eicard, to 
whose benevolent bequests tho writer earnestly calls his attention. 
The main object of these communications, which are written with 
unusual ability, would seem to have been to induce him to transfer 
his great wealth to his native land. For this purpose they en- 
deavor to appeal to the feeling wliioh is supposed never to be 
extinguished, of attachment to the fatherland, and give a glowing 
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picture of France, her arts and arms. They refer to the distitobed 
eondjiion of this country, on the probable eve of a war with Ibe 
most powerful nation of ISurope, in which the United States 
" tnust" be subjugated, and assure hiuij that in the anarchy follow- 
ing conquest, his fortune will be scattered and lost. They remind 
him that in Europe wealth giyea rank and distinction, wliile hero 
the man of silrer is not respected, but only valued. Appealing 
to his well-known lova for agricultural pursuits, they draw a 
striking picture of this "guide and patron of all French mer- 
ohanta" located in the fertile and beautiful fields of Langucdoc, 
the owner of thousands of broad acres, of beautiful vineyards and 
Splendid herds ; and finally describe him as dying, after founding a 
magnificent institution of benevolence in Paris — his name descend- 
ing to posterity, blessed by the poor and homeless. And they 
conclude with this striking expression, that he must remember 
that "benevolence is the only treasure which the rich man ean 
fake with him to the grave." 

In bis personal habits, Mr. Girard was a model of regularity 
and abstemiousness, and to these qualities mnst be attributed his 
■vigorous health, long life, and general freedom from disease, Aa 
early riser, he devoted the day most faithfully to industrious pur- 
suits, and, as has been with justice remarked, his very relaxations 
were mere varieties of labor. His dwelling-house was under the 
same roof with bis counting-room, in a narrow street near the 
river, and in a locality almost entirely occupied by stores. The 
furniture was substantial but plain, and his only equipage was a 
homely chaise drawn by a sober-looking farm-horse. In his dress 
and personal appearance, be was as plain as the hurable=t citizen, 
and so far was he from pride of purse, that no stranger could have 
distinguished this possessor of millions from any of the toiling 
thousands around him. 

There is no evidence that he loved money. The dioappoint- 
Bents of his early days, and more particularly the sadness of his 
married life, with the absence of those social claims and pleasurea 
nbieh give to man his usual aims and objects, would seem to have 
rendered business and the accumulation of wealth rather a neces- 
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sary oceupatioa than a source of delight. No one wlio has had 
access to his private papers can fail to become impressed with the 
belief, that these early disappointments furnish the true key to 
his entire character. Originally of warm and generous impulses, 
the belief in childhood that he had not been given his share of 
the love and kindness which were extended to others, changed the 
natural current of Lis feelings, and acting on a warm and passion- 
ate temperament, alienated him from his home, hia parents, and his 
f ' nd And wh a 'n aft t' n th w p Id d th y 
f b an h In m h f d II d pted 

m g id nia p^nbyh yfn 

In d 1 CO 1 J f p bl n m nd 

m gllh h hdsp n myb dl und 

d why nn pnbm n j llba 

pi 3U Th a ul n f n y was h n h 1 d 

nh mfhlb Ian nflwlughg 

h tafteldh! hplnfffmMGd 

wpldddl h nkngwd — 

Wh n I h my ly ff lb hi 

d ghdyi whnhnl m Imyb bid 

sleep soundly." What a vista, of disappointed hopes and broken 
ties, what misery in the midst of millions, is presented in this short 
sentence 1 Still from time to time, the genial affection with which 
nature had originally endowed him, beamed forth in spite of the 
clouds of afSiction and trouble. This was evidenced in his genera! 
love for children, and particularly by the sti-oag affection he dis- 
played for hia grand-niece Caroline Lallemand; in tho care with 
which he nurtured in his own house, and educated, the orphan 
daughters of bis brother John; in his support for many years, and 
until their deaths, of his aunt Lafargue, and his sister Victoire; 
in the assistance exfended to his brother Etienne, and the kindness 
with which he brought to this country and educated his two sons; 
and in the interest he always displayed for those who had 
been reared in his service, and whose conduct and character pleased 
and satisfied him. And when in the midst of pestilence 
aud death, the concealed but still living springs of love for hia 
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race broke forth afrcsb, no danger was too great, and no service 
too severe, for this misunderstood hut really kind-hEarted man. 

He thus compared his own condition with that of his friend 
Daplessis, in a letter written to the latter in New Orlnans in 1804. 
" I observe with pleasure that you have a numerous family, that joa 
are happy and in tho possession of an tonestfortune. TUa is ail that 
a wise man has the right fo wish for. As f« myself, I live like a 
galley-slave, constantly occupied and often passing the night with- 
out sleeping, Imwppdp Iby thfffrs dw 
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1831, he w tt k d by th fl tb p I g p d 

cally. Tb p trat d b J th d It ^ 

pneumonia, twbf 1 Itthth Idt 

the attack. The last few days of his life were spent in an uncon- 
Bcioua state, and on the 26lh day of December, at four o'clock 
in the afternoon, Mr. Grirard ceased to esiat. 

As soon as his death became known, the anthoritiea of the city 
convened and decreed him a public funeral; the flags of tha 
iibippiug and public buildings were displayed at half-mast, and 
various manifestations of regret for the loss of a distinguished 
and useful citizen, were eshibited by the people. His remains, 
attended by on immense concourse of citizens, and by all the pub- 
lic authorities, were interred, on the 30th of Deccniber, in the 
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The management aad settlement of the largest estate which com 
Biereiai enterprise, industry, and capacity, had ever accumulated in 
this coromunitj, required unusual skill and labor; but such were 
h 11 e and ability of the gentlemen to whom ha had con- 

fid i h d y, that his Tast affairs were conducted to a Buccesafu, 
w h material loaa or delay. 
I & d directed that the business of his bank should he 
I d p from that of hia individual estate, and for this pur- 
p r b uary 1826 he had executed a deed of assignment, to 

take effect upoa the day of his death, authorizing his Trusloes to 
fake immediate possession of all the assests of the bank, and proceed 
to close its affairs as Kpeediiy aa possible, and transfer the effects 
irhich remained to his executors as a part of hisestate. The 
unusual difficulty of this service may be inferred from the fact, 
that on entering upon their duties, his Trustees found a statement 
which had been made up to the Saturday preceding his death, from 
which it appeared, that his estate i?as liable on demand for 909,844 
dollars, while to meet these claims only 17,350 dollars iu speqie 
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were found in tho vaults of the batik. Their attention was next 
directed to tlie debta due to the institution, which were ascertained 
to amount to 3,479,961 dollars. At this period an unusual pres- 
sure existed in the money- market, and to abstract so large aa 
amount by proceeding to collect it forthwith, would have resulted 
in the most ruinous consequences to the commercial community, 
while at the same time it was indispensable to guard against a 
refusal to pay any demand on the bank. They managed however 
this delicate duty with ability and fidelity, and the affairs of the 
institution were closed without producing distress or embarraas- 
ment to its debtors, or causing delay or injustice to its creditors. 

In selecting his truat''es and executor^, SIi Ctirard exhibited an 
additional proof of that diacernment and knowledge of mankind 
which had marked his prc\ious cireer, by choosing gentlemen 
whoso integrity, and position insuied confidence in tho discharge of 
their duties, and wboae business capacity enabled them to con- 
duet to a favorable termination the complicated affairs of his long 
and arduous life, without matciial dispute, and with promptitude 
and satisfaction to all concerned 

His fortnne, which amounted to about 7,500,000 dollars, was 
disposed of in the following manner. For tho erection and endow- 
ment of his College, he gave 2,000,000 dollars ; to different Insti- 
tutions of Charity in and about Philadelphia, 116,000 dollars; to 
his relatives and next of kin, 140,000 dollars; to the city of Phil- 
adelphia for the improvement of its eastern front, 500,000 dollars; 
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for internal improvements, 
300,000 dollars; to sundry friends or persons who had been in 
his employment, annuities representing a principal sum of 65,000 
dollars; and he also bequeathed various legacies to apprentices and 
servants, and to those of his captains who would bring his vessels 
safely into port. He also devised to the cities of New Orleans 
and Philadelphia 280,000 acres of land, situated in the state of 
Louisiana; but this land was subsequently lost to the legatees by 
a decisiijn of the Supreme Court of the United States. The resi- 
due of his wealth was devised to the City of Philadelphia for the 
following purposes ; 1st, for the improvement and malutenanca of 



dbv Google 



his College; 2d, f th t H hm t f b tt ytm fpli 
and 3d, to impro fh ty d dim h t f 
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solid as the edifi h h h t t 1 th tj 1 vi 
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what he was, wh p d w th th m I fl th t m t 

arise from a kn 1 dg f th nt d 1 y wh h h 

ooqtiired his imtn t t Tl t d m p o- 

hity of the strieC tkddlg pas dp 

all pursuits, and fglty mtfmp y ftn 

estravagance. TIgd fhhtw t ftdly 

ostentatious aubsc pt Idpf btwh pti 

stalked abroad, h kdhlftj fmts gth 

most humble of his f II tiz d h n ip 

panied by immo Jtyjp Iti d tw th wd 

open. His perso hhm dhhbt, dthl f 

what was simple Ihw d tdf dtlh p pi 
of civil and religious liberty which are the basis of the pohtical 
fabric of bis adopted country." 

Howitt, in iiis " Homes and Haunts of the Poeta," di.scnbes in 
the followiag sentence the benevolence of such philanthropists b3 
Stephen Girard, and although referring specially to the old mer- 
chant who founded, at Bristol, the school at which the " niirvellous 
boy," Chatterton, received his education, the extract is a truthful 
and fitting conclusion to this brief Biography of the dead mariner 
and merchant, who also lite Edward Colston, thus has "made hia 
riches do his generous will for ever." " You cannot help feeling 
the grand benevolence of those wealthy merchants who make 
their riches do their generous will for ever; who become thereby 
the actual Fathers of their Cities to all generations; who roll in 
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every year of the world's progress some hnge stone of anxiety 
from t!ie hearts of poor Tridows; wbo clear the way before the 
uuf nd d 1 t t d w U y 1 d who put forth their invisi- 

bl h nd f tl h f 1 st, and become the genuine 

gi danan 1 f tl jh o t ever and ever; raising from 

th wbo w Id th w h been outcasts and ignorant 
lab ra p d f 1 m t adesmen of substance, mer- 

chant the t h f th ntry, and fathers of bappj 

f n 1 H w gl hit! How noble is such an 

ap[ p at o f w 1th H w ble is such a Fame!" 

In the f )11 wi p w 11 t f da detailed account of the 
etonnl t ftht nagnificent edifice and its 

dej nd nt b Id g wb h w f m perhaps the most interesting 
obj t n th (V f Ph 1 d Iph a, if not in all the United 

Stat a d wh h m d 1 d f m the almost imperishable 
natu e i tb ft w II their ample and well-secured 

endowm t, to carry forward into nn indefinite future the benefi- 
cent ntent ons of the wise and far-seeing " Mariner and Merchant," 
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ITS PLAN OE ORGANIZATION AND BISCIPIINE. 



Mk. Girard died on the 26th of Decoinber, 1831. As soon as 
liis esecutors Lad advanced sufficieDtly far in the settlement of 
hia lar^fl estate to authorize the undertaking, the Councils of Phil- 
adelphiii, who were selected by him as hia trustceg, took the necea- 
sarj steps to carry out his intentioas. Aecordingly, on the 11th 
of February 1833, they elected a Board of Directors, to superin- 
tend the organization and management of the College in conformity 
with his will. 

This board, which consisted of eighteen of the mn-st piominent 
citizens of Philadelphia, organized on the 18th of the same month 
by the election of Nicholas Biddle as chairman, and immodiately 
entered upon the discharge of their duties. As the ordinance 
creating a Board of Directors conferred no power with legard to 
the construction of an edifice for the College, the Oonncils on the 
21st of March appointed a sub-committee of their body, to ha 
called the "Building Committee," who with eight members of the 
Board of Directors, and the architect, were instructed to prepare 
u plan for the College Building. 

The joint coramitlce met on the 18th of April 1833, and after 
due ezaminaljon, determined that the designs which had previously 
been received from all parts of the United States in competition 
for the premium offered, should bo set aside, and Thomas U. Wal- 
ter Esq., who had been elected the architect, was iastructed to 
prepare a plan of the Main Building, with a portico estending 
around the entjre structure, and conforming in the dimensions and 
(30) 
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form of the Cella, or body of the building, to the directiona laid 
down in the will of Mr. Girard. 

The design prepared by this gentleman, substantially the pre- 
sent edifice, was approved by Councils on the 29th of April, and 
excavations for the foundations having been commenced on the 
6t!i of May following, the comer-stone of the College was laid 
with fitting ceremonies on tlie 4th of Jnly, 1833. 

The mala edifice, and out-buildings, were completed and trans- 
ferred to the Directors on the 13th of November 1847, making 
fourteen years and ais months as the entire period oeoupied in the 
execution of the work. 

The total amount expended for this oonstruetiou not including 
the western out-buiiding which has sinoe been d a oa f 

20,000 dollars, was 1,933,821.78 dollars. If n 1 p n had 

taken place in the value of fho stocks and In n lly t 

apart by the Commissioners for the Girard Es u a 

Fund, a large surplus would have remained to j:p h In 
tlon ; and if the same rate of interest had c d wh wis 

accruing at the time of the transfer, the CoUeg F d w utd I 
amounted to 1,500,000 dollars, after deducting h w 1 f 

the work. But during the years 1841-2-3— i ! L d p 

ciated immensely in value, and it became C ly n y n 

order to complete the work, to draw on the d y f nd h s 
causing also considerable delay in the progress of the work. 

The following condensed statements exhibits the amounts appro- 
priated and expended in the oonstruclJon of the College. 

On the 20th of April 1833, the Commissioners of the Girard 
Estates set apart the following stocks and loans, to constitute the 
College Fund, viz,;— 

C331 Shares of stock in the Bank of the United 

.States 5664,715.00 

8 Certificates of loan— Pennsylvania 1,221,785.00 

1 Certificate of City Corporation 113,500.00 

Making $2,000,OOO.oT 
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Total amount of intei-est which accrued from time 
to time, oa the unexpended porliocs of the 

PuEd ?854,536.21 

Cash received from sale of refused mat-erials 1,587.20 

Amouut taken fi'ora residuary Fund, to complete 

the College 31,525.11 

$2,887,648.52 ' 

Amount eipeaded for buading College $1,933,821.78 

Loss on sale of stocks at Executors' valuation 900,813.30 

Amount expended by the Trustees and Directors 
unconnected with the building of the Col- 
lege 51,835.22 

Unexpended balance of appropriafjon 1,178.22 

K,8S7,t)43.52 ' 

During the progn,-^ of the Building, an uusoceessful effort waa 
made by the next of km to Mr. G-irard, to defeat the intentions 
of the Tt&tator, hj allegmg that the Institution was illegal and 
immoral, and by laying claim to the fund appropriated for its 
establishment As a portion of the History of the Collcgo, a 
brief reference to Ihia incident may bo interesting. Among the 
private legatees in his will, the Testator named his brother Etienne 
and children, and the children of bia sister Sophia, and brother 
John Girard. The several legacies so bequeathed were paid to 
the legatees, before the expiration of a year after tho Testator's 
death. After these legacies bad been paid, the same parties who 
claimed to be heirs and next of kin instituted an action of eject- 
ment in the Supremo Court of Pennsylvania, to recover from the 
city all real estate purchased by Mr. Girard after the date of the 
last republication of the will. Under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
which at that time did not pass under a general devise after- 
ocquired property, they obtained judgment, and recovered from 
the city the real estate purchased between the dates of the republi- 
cation and his death. Subsequently, they filed a bill on the 
equity side of the Circuit Court, which was afterwards removed 
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on appeal to tlie Supreme Court of the United States, in wLieh 
they laid claim not only to the specific fund for the endowment of 
the College, but also to the wliolo readuarj portion of the Tesfa- 
tor's estate. 

The main ground recited in the bill was that the trusts for the 
Orphan College were absolutely void; 1st, because as to the real 
estate, the city had no capacity to take by devise; 2d, that if 
they had such capacity generally, they could not take it in trust 
for other persona; and 3d, that they could not take either real oi 
personal property upon the trusts which were declared for poor 
orphan children, &e., because the objects of the charity were 
altogether indefinite, vague, and uncertain ; and therefore tho 
trusts were incapable of execution, or of being cognizable at law 
or equity, or of vesting at law in any existing or possible cestui 
que trust. Although not specifically set forth in the bill, yet the 
following portion of the will was relied upon as a most important 
portion of the argument to invalidate the intentions of the Tcsta^ 
tor. " I enjoin and require that no Ecclesialic, Missionary, or 
minister of any sect whatsoever, shall ever hold or exercise any 
station or duty whatever in the said College ; nor shall any such 
person ever be admitted for any purpose, or as a visitor, willdn 
the premises appropriated to the purposes of the said College. 
In maliicg this restriction, I do not mean to cast any reflection 
upon any sect or person whatsoever; but, as there is such a multi- 
tude of sects, and such a diversity of opinion amongst thorn, I 
desire to keep the tender minds of the orphans, who are to derive 
advantage from this bequest, free from the excitement which 
clashing doctrines and sectarian controversy ai-o so apt to produce. 
My desire is, that all the instructors and teachers in the College 
shall take pains to instil into the minds of the scholars the purest 
principles of morality, so that on their entrance into active life, 
they may from inclination and habit, evince benevolence towards 
their felloW'crealurcs, and a love of truth, sobriety, and industry, 
adopting at the same time such religious tenets as their matured 
reason may enable them to prefer." 

It was objected, that the foundation of the College npoa these 
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Court at January Term 1843 by M '^f mp d Mr. Jones of 
WasbiDgton on bebolf of the Girard h d by Mr. Sergeant 

for the city j but the Judges tliinking th t t w p | ar to re-hear 
the cause before a fuller court, a re-argument was ordered and 
took place at January Term 1844, where Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Webster appeared for the complainants, and Hr. Binney and Mr. 
Sergeant for the City and Executors. 

The unanimous decision of the Court was delivered by Mr. Jus- 
tice Story, establishing in an elaborate opinion that tbo trust and 
charity were valid and legal, and that there was nothing in the 
devise creating the College, or in the regulations aad restrictions 
contained therein, which is inconsisteiit with the Christian religion 
or opposed to any known policy of tbe State. 

During the progress of the Building, the Board of Directors 
deenied it advisable to select a presiding officer of the Institution 
in advance of its organization, who would prepare a system of dis- 
cipline and instruction for the College in aoticipalion of its speedy 
completion. Having obtained the necessary authority from Coun- 
cils, tbey accordingly on the 19th of July 1836 elected Alexander 
Dallas Baohe of the City of Philadelphia the first President of 
the College, with ioatractions to visit siniiiar Institutions in Eu- 
rope, and to procure such books and apparatus as should be needed 
in its organization. Upon the return of President Baobe in 1838, 
efforts were made by the Board to establish scbools preparatory to 
the completion of the College, which it was now found would 
require several years to finish ; but in conseCLuence of the opinion 
of competent legal authority, that the organisation of the Institur 
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lion before the completion of tlie Luililiags would be in violation 
of tbe will, the vequiaite permission was not granted. 

Soon after this period, difficulties arose between Councila and 
the Directors, -wliicb resnlted nlliraatcly in the repeal both of the 
ordinance creating the Board, and that authorizing the election of 
a President. 

Front this period, until its completion, the building commiflco 
contiuued to have charge of the erection of the College, and in 
June 1847, the edifice being then nearly finished, a new Board of 
Directors waa again appointed to organize and manage the Insti- 
tution. The anomalous character of the College, and the absence 
of any light which entirely similar institutiona would hare afforded, 
rendered this duty one of great delicacy, aa well as unusual diffi- 
culty. To the earnest labor and skill of the gentlemen composing 
this Board, is justly due the credit of devising a plan, under which 
the College was successfully put in operation, and has since been 
prosperously conducted. 

The buildings were formally transferred to the Directors on the 
13th of November 1847 ; on the 15th of Deoerober following, 
the necessary officers and agents were elected, the Hon. Joe! 
Jones, then President Judge of the District Court for fho City 
and County of Philadelphia, being selected as the President, and 
on the 1st of January 18i8, t!ic College was opened with fitting 
ceremonies, with a class of one hundred orphans who had been 
previously admitted. Oa the 1st of October of the same year, 
one hundred additional boys were introduced, and on the 1st of 
April of the following year, a third class of one hundred pupils 
was admitted. Since then, from time to time, as vacancies have 
occurred, other orphans have been admitted to supply their places. 

On the 1st of June 1849, Judge Jones resigned the office of 
President of the College, and on the 23d of November of the same 
year, William H. Allen, LL.D. then professor of Mental Philos- 
ophy and English Literature in Dickinson College, Pennsylvania, 
was duly elected to fill the vacancy. This gentleman having ac- 
cepted the appointment, was duly installed on the 1st of-'Januarj 
1850, and Las since continued at the head of the Institution. 
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Wbile tie Councila of tlie city of PLiladelphia, as Trustees of 
Mr. Girard'a will, still retain the general Bupervisioii of tho 
Institution, the immediato government of the College is vested in 
a Board of*Directors, composed of sixteen citizens of Philadelphia, 
fonr of whom are annually elected by the Select and Common 
Councils. This Board holds stated monthly meetings, and is sul>- 
divided into various standing committeeSj who have respectively 
charge of tho principal departments of the Institution, such as 
Instruction, Household, Admission and Discharge, &c. It is also 
empowered to make Kules for the government of the Institution, 
to decide the course of Tnstniofion, to elect the necesaary o£6cera 
and agents, to control the expenditures, and to determine the 
question of Admission and Discharge of Pupils, The will of 
Mr. Girard provides that the Institution shall he for the benefit 
of " poor white male orphan " children. In the absence of a 
more specific description of those for whom the Testator intended 
the advantages of hia College, the first Board of Trustees decided, 
under legal advice, that the term " Orphan" should be defined " a 
Fthl h\i IlmyyIttt CrtBt 

1 th C t th d fi t g lly g d ts 

m g d d t ur 1 th F th th P t 

wh m tl d f d t d urt d 1 d d 

wh =e d as y h f m t t lly g t th t f 

f ph B t 1 11 t g as f th ft 

w tl bel f th t &I C d h d tt h d th to th 

w 1 th p p 1 f h ill Th d I th f 

b m tl I f th I 1 1 t J th dm ss I th 

C 11 g th t CO fi d t th h th g 1 pt 

t f ih w d ph b t Id 1 h lilir 

b I t b^ d th th m 1 1 t 

It t y t ra th ppl t th 

p f g by th 11 1 t t. pi b th ty f 

Philadelphia, 2dly, to those born in any other part of Pennsylvania, 
8dly, to those bora ia the city of New York; and lastly, to those 
bom in the city of New Orleans. Tho preference to those bom 
\a the eity of Philadelphia ia defined strictly to include the city 



dbv Google 



mSTOKY OP THE COtLEGE. 37 

proper alone, and does not estaiid to the Districts, wtjch in this 
respect have no rights over any other portion of the state. There 
is no reason to believe that there will be at any time adraissioQ 
for children born out of Pennsylvania, as the applications from 
that State have hitherto been many more than sufficient to fill all 



To he qualified for admission, orphans must be between the 
ngea of six and ten years, and no application is received for admis- 
Bion of a child before he attains tiio first named age j nor can he 
be admitted into the College after becoming ten years of age, 
although the application has been made previously. Applications 
for admission are received on the first Monday of each month, at 
the office, No. 9 South Fifth street, between the hours of 9 A. M. 
and 2 P. M. The mother, or next friend, appearing for such 
purpose, is required to produce the marriage certificate, (or in. its 
absence some other satisfactory evidence,) and also the certificate 



of the physician setting forth the 
Answers to the questions contai 
B made 



and place of birth. 
,ued in the following form, i 
statements mi 



3 vouched for by respectable citizens acqimnted with 



[FOEM OP APPLICATION.] 

To tlie Directors of the Girard College for Orphans. 

The undersigned [mother, relative or friend, as the case may 
be] of having duly considered the information 

given, by the Directors of the G-irard College for Orphans, to those 
wlio may desire to place poor white male orphan children therein, 
hereby applies for the admission of the said into 

the College, he being a poor, white, male orphan, between the ages 
of sis and ten years. The undersigned, in answers to the 

several questions, in the list hereto appended, gives an accurate 
statement of facta, and desires that those answers may be consid- 
ered as if they wore statements made herein. 

[Name of Applicant.] 
4 [ILesidence. and date of application.] 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. What is tbe name of the poor 
white male orphan, for whose 
admissioa into the Girard Col- 
lege the above application is 
made? 


ANSWERS. 

1. [State the name in full.] 


2. When was he born? 


2. [State the day, month, and 
year.] 


3. Where was he horn ? 


3. 


4. What was his father's nrnne, 
and when and where did he 
die? 


4. 


6. Is his mother living, and if 
she is, what is her name, and 
where does she reside I 


6. 


6. Is he sound in mind and bo- 
dy, and what diseases has he 
had? 


6. 


7. What has been his general 
moral conduct ? 


7. 


8. Has he had any education ? 


8. 


9. Are there any pecuniary 
means at the disposal of his 
mother, or other person, for 
his mdntenance and educa- 
tion? 


9. 
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QUESTIONS. 

10. By whom, or on what means 
Jias he been maintained since 
the death of hia father? 


10. 


AKSWEBS. 


11. What was his father's occu- 
pation or trade ? 


11. 


12, 


12. 


13. 


13. 


14. 


14. 


15. 


15. 


16. 


16. 





The undersigned believe that confidence may be plac 
foregoing representation, made by 
applies for the admission of 
white male orphan child into the Girard College. 



When Taxianoiea occur, the cases of applicants are considered 
strictly according to priority of application, and if found to come 
within the provisions and intentions of tte will, the orphan is ad- 
mitted upon the execution by the mother or next friend of the 
following indenture ; — 

Whereas, is a poor white male orphan 

between the ages of six and ten years, having been bora on the 

day of in the year 

ftt in : And -vvKBJtEAS, 

has applied for his admission into tho 
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Girarcl College for Orphans, and the Directors thereof have assented 
thereto : Now this Indenture witnesseth, that the Guaidiana 
for the llelief and Employment of the Poor of the City of Philadel- 
phia, the District of Soiithwarlt,and theTownshipsof theNortiiern 
Liberties and Penn, by the authority of an Act of tlie General Aa- 
Eembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, passed on the 27tli 
day of February, 18i7, entitled " An Act relative to the Uirard 
College for Orphans," do Lereby, with the consent of 
which consent is signified by signing and sealing these pre- 

sents, bind the said to the Mayor, Aldermen and 

Citizens of Philadelphia, and their successors, as trustees under the 
will of Stephen Girard, deceased, as an orphan to be admitted into 
the aaid College, to be there ma nt, ned ind educated locord ng to 
the provisions, and in the man er and nnd r 11 the regili ons 
and restrictions specified in tlie si d w 11 and nd r eu 1 others as 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens ot Pi ladelph a may lawf lly 
ordain under the said willj and the sa d orphan si all 

abide by and submit to all such prov sions rcgulat ons a d re C 
tions and the Mayor, Aldermen an I C t zena of Ph ladelph 
herebj covenant, agree and decb e to a d with the (jua d ans 
aforLsajd, that the said orphan shall be crt tied 

to hiie and receive all the bei efits of th s 1 College acoorl f, 
to the wdl of the swd Stephen G- ra d In testimonil whereof 
the said parties to this indcntuie ha\e respectively can,oJ then 
corponte heals to be hereunto affixed, and the said 
hath hereunto set hand and seal this day 

of in the year 



Orphans thus admitted, are fed, clothed, and educated entirely 
by the Inalitntion. No uniform or distinctive dress is permitted 
tobl!-:^ern. Although residing permanently in the College, they 
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are allowed at staled tiin to b h h m 

and to receive viata from h li g 

If bj nialconduct a p p b m t h 

rest, the right to dismiss h ted Ii D 

Those scholars who m y m in h C g 

thoy amve at between f te d g h 

discretion of the Board, wh d d b I 

tion oa behalf of the "Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadel- 
phia," to loam some suitable occapation or trade, until they become 
twenty-one years of ago, consulting as far as is judicious the incli- 
nation and preference of the scholar. 

The immediate direction and government of the College is 
vested in the President, who is the chief executive officer of the 
Institution, and who is responsible for its proper administration. 
The subordinate officers are under his sole control, and are respon- 
sible to him for the performance of their duties and the condition 
of their departments. 

The household is under the care of a Matron, Aasistani^Matron, 
four Prefects and five governesses, who superintend the moral and 
social character and conduct of the orphans, and who administer 
the discipline of the Institution at all times when the pupils are 
not in the schools. These officers have charge of the Dormitoriei, 
Kefectories, Lavatories, Section or Study-rooms, where the school 
lessons are prepared, and the Play-grounds. For the purpose of 
better discipline, the scholars are subdivided into sections, which 
have assigned to them distinct officers, bi\ildings, and play-grounda. 

The schools are conducted principally, but not entirely, in the 
main College Building. Five Professors and male insfructors, and 
seven female teachers, are employed in the duties of instruction, 
and the course of education at present embraces three m^n divi- 
sions, termed Primary School No. 2, Primary School No. 1, and 
the Principal Department. As a large proportion of tho orphans 
admitted into tho College have had little or no preparatory 
education, the instruction ia the first-named of these schools 
commences with the Alphabet, and includes Spoiling, Keading, 
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Writing, Arithmetio, Notation and Tables, Grammar, and Geogra- 
phy, the two latter being taught orally. 

la Primary School No. 1, the scholar who Las been promoted 
from the lower department, or whose education at the time of Lis 
admission enabled him to enter it, is instructed in Orthography, 
Punctuation, Reading, Writing, Grammar and Composition, Geo- 
graphy, Mental and Written Arithmetic, coraiuencing with Vulgar 
Fractions, Etymology, History (of the United States and England,) 
French, and Drawing. The Text Books, as well as the system of 
Instruction, are of a higher grade than those in use in Primary 
No. 2. 

In the Principal Department, the Pupils receive instruction in 
Reading, Grammar and Composition, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geom- 
etry, Trigonometry, Surveying, Mensuration and Astronomy, 
Ancient and Modern Geography, General History, French and 
Spanish, Penmanship, Drawing and Book- Keeping, Natural Philo- 
sophy, and Chemistry. 

In all the departments, for the purpose of better discipline and 
instruction, the schools are subdivided into distinct classes of 
different grades, under the charge of separate teachers. 



The order of esercises on week-days, is as 


follows: The Pupils 


rise at 6 o'clock, take b 


ning worship at 


7, take recreation until 


that hour, meet 


in the School-rooms a m 


minutes recess, 


until 12, then take recr 


ine at 12^, take 


recreilion from I until mai S 


ms from 2 until 


5, with recess of 15 m 


rship at 5, take 


t h pp 6 m 


t t 


7 t t tl d m to 
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taken to approved csliibitioas, or to visit interesting plac 
faotoiiea and work-stops ia nr about tke city. 
P 



of tke rri-aiJent, and ;n hia presence. 

In tke case of the death of a Pupil, kis friends have the privilege 
of removing his bodj for interment elsewkere; hut should this 
not he preferred, his remains are placed in tke Ccmoterj attacked 
to tie Institution, and located within its walls. A steward, two 
physicians, and a, dentist, having charge of their respective depart- 
ments, are also permanently connected with the Institution. 

Citizens are permitted to visit the College on the afternoon of 
tke first Tuesday in each month, with a permit signed by a Direc- 
tor. Stnmgera are admitted on any day of tke week, except 
Sunday, between 9 o'clock A. M., and sunset, upon tke presenta- 
tion of a permit. 

The annual cost per capita, for inainta,ining, clothing, and edu- 
cating each Pupil, including tke current repairs ot the tuiniture, 
bnildings, and ground, is about 200 dollars. The fnnds for the 
support of the Institution are not appropriated directly to tho 
College, but are in the hands of a Committee of Councils, termed 
the Commissioners of the Girard Estate, who thuo eseicise a 
control and supervision over all espenditures, and who pay all bills 
contracted by tke Institution. 
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D33SCIIIPTION or THE BUILDINGS.* 

THE MAIN BUILDING. 

The general design of this building is tbat of a Greek temple, 
baviog eigbt columns on each end, and eleven on each side, count- 
ing the coiner columns both ways, making in all thirty-four co- 
lumns The order of architecture in which the exterior is com- 
posed, n the Grecian Corinthian. The columas are six feet in 
diameter, and fifty-five in height; the bases are nine feet three 
inches m diameter, and three feet two inches high, and the capitals 
are eight feet six inches high, and nine feet four inches wide on 
the face of the abacus. The corner columns have one and one- 
half inches more diameter than the intermediate ones, for the pur- 
pose of overcoming the apparent reduction in their size arising 
from their insulated position. Each frustriim composing the shafts, 
as well as the bases, consists of a single piece without vertical 

The shafts are composed of frustra, measuring from two feet sis 
inches to sis feet three inches in height, accurately jointed and set 
on milled lead ; each shaft is channelled in twenty-four semi-circu- 
lar fiutca, with fiileta terminating under the capital, in water-leaves. 

Tho capitals are each constructed in four courses. The first 
course consists of a single piece of one foot seven inches in height, 
embracing an annular row of sixteen water-leaves; the second is 

* Conilenaed from the Report of the Architect. 
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likewise composed of one piece, wliicli measures two feet nino 
ineliea in height, and contains an annular ruw of eight acanthus 
leaves; the third course is comprised of two pieces with a vertical 
joint running through the middle (this cours tw feet 

eleven inches in height and embraces the v 1 t I th auli- 

culi); and the fourth course, composed of fu p th ticai 

joints of which are obscured by hoiiejsuclilo n 1 1 tes th aba- 
cus, the height of which is one foot three in h 

Thus each capital consists of twelve soparat p j H f which 
are securely dowelled and cramped together, and the joints so dis- 
posed between the cauliculi as not to be observed. 

These capitals were all carved on the grounds of the College, 
of marble from Chester County jn the state of Pennsylvania, and 
most of the work was executed t>y American artists. As a speci- 
men of architectural sculpture, they will not suffer in comparison 
with the most admired structures of ancient or modem times. 

The net amount of marble in each column, including the base 
and capital, is 1316 cubic feet; the weight 103 tons, and the cost 
12,994 dollars, as follows ; — 

Marble for the base 11,304 

Workmanship of do 130 

Hoisting and setting of do 20 

$1,454 

Marble for the shaft 6,044 

Workmanship of do 572 

Hoisting and setting do 104 

Fluting do 480 

7,200 

Marble for the Capital 2,680 

Workmanship of do 1,580 

setting do 45 

4,305 

J, scaffolding, cramping, and lead 35 

S 12,9114 
The architravo over each intercoluraniation consisls of four 
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blocks of marble twenty-one feet five inobos in lengtb, four feet 
two iuehos in height, and ono foot four and one-half inches in 
thickness, extending from eoluvjin to column. These architravea 
are relieved of all superincumbent weight, by resolving it directly 
on the oolumna. This is accomplished by placing a block of gra- 
nite of two feet by two feet ten iaehea, and sis feet four inches in 
height on the top of each column, extending through the archi. 
Iravea. From the top of these blocks a brick areb is turned over each 
intercolumniation behind the frieze, to receive tbo weight of the 
cornice, and the frieze is likewise constructed on the principles of 
an arch and is kept entirely clear of the architrave, the springers 
being supported by the granite blocks on the head of the columns, 
so that every architrave in the peristyle might be taken out with- 
out interfering with the stability of the structure. 

The cornice consists of a congeries of mouldings, enriched with 
a dentil band, and crowned with a sculptured cymatium of two feet 
four inches in height. The extreme projection of tho cornice from 
the face of the architrave, is four feet, and its height seven feet 
six inches. The whole height of the cntohlatiire is sixteen feet 
four inches, and of the pediment from the top of the cymatium 
seventeen feet eight inches ; making the height from the top of tho 
columns to the apex of the pediment thirty-four feet, and the ele- 
vation of the pediment one-ninth of the span. 

The exterior of the cella or body of the building measures one 
hundred and eleven feet wide, one-hundred and sixty-nine feet long, 
and fifty-uine feet eight inches high, including the architrave, which 
corresponds with that of the peristyle. The oornera of the cella 
are finished with projectiog antse of five feet six inches in width, 
liaving bases to correspond with those of the columns. The dooi-a 
of entrance are in the north and south fronts. Each door measures 
sixteen feet in width, and thirty-two feet in height, in tho clear, 
and is trimmed on the outside with moulded antepagmenta of two 
feet seven inches in width, and crowned with a projecting cornice 
eupported by richly carved consules, of one foot four inches iu 
width by six feet six inches in height. 

Each flank is pierced with twenty windows, four of which open 
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into each room, and li fl gHt ft Th L h 

open into the tooma a g i <1 dd ddhy*" k tas 
mounted by architrave d 

The superstructure t tjl b t b m t t 

of eleven steps, whi h dordth t dfitb 

imparting a pyramidal pp t th 1 t t wh k 

Toys an idea of great Idy dtlh mt ffd 

approach to the peristyl f m C ies Th t p t t d 

f )1 k f m bl ft t t 1 th h t d h mt th 
th d d t th f 1 t by m f h y mp 

irn Thy 1 jptdby wllbltfiftfin 

tit t wbhp -9 1ft tUwfi; 

passa^ d tl wh 1 b Id g 

ah fl f th p tjl p d f 1 I f bl f 

n 1 th 1, t ly 1 t d d 1 d w th b 11 w p es 

n d h m wb h ni te w th th 1 th teps 

nd w th tl 11 h h th f Th t 1 

ircul t n f t t mp t h b th f P f 

f k pt p d all th t p w 11 d th fl f th 

po tjl 

Th m bl u 1 th t d w t fi k 1 th tb 

f t f h 11 l?o th t p th fl f h r tyl th 

ffh te fl dtb dtwyw-ialtad 

f m M t m ry ty P jl Ih m t n 1 f th 

p t 1 1 th I m w h 1 bl p t f th bases 

and h ft th th f t f th II d i t f th t n 

col m m f m Ch te C ty P yl A d th 

m-u d n t f p t t th h f t lb f 

th 1 m d th t bl t f th p tyl w th th t 

fth t 1 wasp dfrmEmtMsshu 

sett 

E y bl k f m bi tl b Id g t n p f m Jl d 

Id dtp tft tthjt 1 yt 

dwlllttht b dhlw dt hd d 

also se ly ramp d to th b k w k d t th dj cent 
Btones by roeana of heavy cramp irons. 
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The ceiling of the peristyle is composed entiroly of cast iron, 
enriched with deep sunken panels, and painted and sanded in 
imitation of marble. The weight of this cast iron is 142} tons, 
or 4| tons for eacli interoolumniation, and the entire cost of tlia 
colling T/as 14,162 dollars. 

The roof is composed of marble tiles, four and a half feet long, 
four feet wide, and two and three-fourth inches thick in the 
middle , the aides being elevated an inch and a half above the 
general surface, to prevent the water from running into the joints 
at their junction Each of these joints is covered with a marble 
saddle, four and % half feet in length, ten inches in width, and six 
and 1 half inches in thickness, and hollowed ont on the under side 
so as to embrace the ridges on two adjacent tiles. Every upper 
tile overlaps the one below sis inches; and the under bido is 
grooved and fitted to corresponding ridges and projections on the 
surface, thus preventing admission of water from beating rains or 
capillary attraction. At the same time their construction is 
such as to admit of being laid without coming actually in oonlaet 
with each other, thus rendering them free to espand and contract 
with the various changes of temperature without producing leaks. 
These tiles rest on nine inch brick walls, built four feet apart 
from centre to centre, across the whole building, on the tipper 
surface of the third story arches. This plan of support aSovda 
access at all times to the under ^de of every tile, and facilitates 
esaminaiion in case of leakage. 

The weight of each roofing tile is 776 lbs., and of each saddle 
214 lbs. The whole number of tiles In Ihe roof being 2046, and 
of saddles 2061, the aggregate weight of the tiles and saddles is 
006 tons; in addition to which, the marble chimney tops and the 
east-iron skylights weigh 20 tons, and the lead and masonry of the 
gutters 43J tons, making the entire weight of the roof 969} tons, 
exclusive of the brick-work which supports it. 

The gutters are composed of bricks and flag-stones laid in 
hydraulic cement, and covered with heavy miUed lead, painted 
and sanded. The water is conveyed from the roof by means of 
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four conductora, composed of heavy ea t- p p ft h 

caliber, securely put togetlior and embed 1 d th 11 

The skylights are composed of cast- tl d ddl so 
forttied as to present an eiterior appear ¥ '^ " '^ 

the rest of tiic roof In the centre of h 1 1 t 1 gbt f 1 
are inserted, measuring nineteen inches Itb f ty t h 

in length, and half aa inch in thicknes 1 f th 1 1 

containing eighteen lights of the abo dm pi d 

over each of the rooms in the upper to y d 1 1 h 
twelve lights, over each stairway, Th w ht f tli t 
composing these skylights is fiffeen and 1 It t d tl t 

including glass and workmanship, was SUO d U 

The building is three stories in he ght t! fi t d d 

stories being twenly-five feet from flo to fl 1 th tl rd 

story being thirty feet in the clear to th y f th d m Eh 
story is divided, as direoled by the will t f ir m h fif y 
feet square in the clear. All the outs J f d t w lis f th 
cella, and the walla separating the cell d th f m 

those under the vestibules, are sis feet f h h k 1 th 

rest of the interior foundation walls th f t f h 

thick. The thickness of the wall for pp t hi 
utne feet nine inches; and the intercol m t w 11 11 

other openings, are counter-arched with b k 

The outside walls of the superstruct d th t t 

bule walls, are four feet in thickness, d th t f th t 
walls tiiree feet. 

All the rooms and vestibules in th b ild Ited th 

bricks; those of the basement, first and d t w h g 

arches, and those of the third story with p d t dm p g 
jng from the floors. The reverberation f d th m 

caused by their arch-formed ceilings, alth h t p t d by th 
architect, is the result of the express d t f th 11 th 

formation. TJiis reverberation is now ti ly b t d 1 y th 
introdaetion of false ceilings made of can t tch d 

light wooden frame. 

The piers from which the groin arches spring are fouf feet 
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ajuaie, with projections of one foot by two feet in (be angles, ta 
Bupport the bands. These piers are composed of bncks and 
dressed granite, laid in alternate sections. 

The arches are composed of hard burnt paving bricks, and 
mortar made of lime, hydraulic cement, and sharp sand. 

The chord of these arches on tho diagonal, is sixty feet, and 
their versed, sine, or rise, but eight feet. Each arch, including 
its abutments, confjiina llTjOOO bricks, which, together with tbe 
marble floor on top, makes the weight suspended over each room 
about 350 tons. 

The third story arches spiing out of the comers of the rooms; 
the horizontal section at the floor, t; springing line being four feet 
square, with bands of one foot six inches, by four feet. These 
bands form semicircular arches on the four walls of each room, of 
thirty-two feet two inches in diameter, and from their angles at the 
floor, spring the pendeatives. The horizontal section of each room 
is thus resolved into a circle at the top of the bands, and crowned 
with a dome. The dome, as well as the bands and pendentives, 
are enriched with deep cofferings, and the eye of the dome is fin- 
ished with an ornamental fret, and covered with an inner skylight 
of sixteen feet in diameter. The domes over the four stair-ways 
are similar to those of the rooms, and have inner skylights of ten 
feet in diameter. The lateral thrust of tho arches is resisted by 
iron bands of one inch by five inches, extending around all the 
rooms and vestibules. One of these bands is placed one foot be- 
low and another one foot above the spring of the first and second 
etory arches, and one immediately at the spring of those of the 
third story, making five complete bands around the building, and 
through all the interior walls. Three bands of similar dim. 
one being embedded in each tegula or architrave i 
one through the frieze, extend around the portico. Cross bars are 
also introduced between tho building and tho entablature, extend- 
ing from the upper bar which belts the building, to the frieae over 
each column, where they are secured to the top of the granite 
posts before described. 

All the tars are put together with rivets, and tightened by moans 
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of draw-wedgos, and all the coroers are turned around granite posta 
of eis feet in height, huilt in the centre of the groin piers. In 
d to gi e additional slrengtli to the banding, diagonal bars are 
nt odu d across each groin pier, and securely riveted to the prin- 
cplb n1 

Th a regate length of all the bars of this description used 
th ugh ut the building is 12,74i feet, and their weight one hun- 
d d a 1 f urteen tons. The whole coat of this iroa banding was 
14,000 dollars. 

The vestibules in the first story, and the lobbies over them in 
the second and third stories, occupy the northern and southern 
ends of the building as directed by the will ; they are each twenty- 
five, by fifty feet exclusive of the space occupied by the stairways. 
The vaulting of each vestibule and of each lobby, springs from 
marble entablatures supported by eight columns and as many aatie, 
making in all forty-eight eoiurans and forty-eight anl;e. The shafts 
of these columns are each composed of a single stone. The order 
of those in the first story is Ionic, in the second story a modified 
Corinthian, from the tower of the winds at Athens, and the third, 
a similar modification of the Corinthian, somewhat ligiiter and moro 
ornate. 

The stairways are situated in the four comers of the building, 
the spaces allotted to thera being each twenty-two feet sis inches 
wide, and twenty-six feet six inches long. They are all composed 
of white marble, and are five feet three inches in width with two 
landings on " quarter paces " in each story. .The plan on which 
they are constructed, is that of "geometrical stairs," having one 
eud of each secured in the wall, and one edge resting on the step 
below. 

All the stairways, as well as the landings, in the upper stories, 
are finished with rich balustrades of oast-iron, and mahogany rails, 
springing from massive marble newels. The cost of these stair 
ways, including the balustrade, was 18,500 dollars. 

The flooring of tho interior of the building amonnta in the aggre- 
gate to 38,130 superficial feet; all of which is done with marble 
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tilea prepared esprc^ly, of uniform thicltneas, and baving their 
edges worked square so as to prevent them from becoming loose. 

Tbo building is warmed by means of furnaces placed under the 
vestibules, with flues to convey the warm air to the several rooms, 
and ventilated by registers opening from each room into tho mda 



The following materials were used in tlie construction of tiie mrun 
building. 

Tons. 

177,168 Cubiofoetof marble, weighing 13,537 

21,366 Cubic feet of granite, weighing 1,717 

25,139 Flooring tiles, weighing 409 

12,134,980 Bricks, weighing 27,087 

12,495 perches of building stone, weighing 19,635 

Wrought iron for bands, cramps, &c., weighing 134 

Cast iron in ceiling of Portico, weighing 142i 

Cast iron in water-pipes, weighing 18 

Cast iron in sky-ligbts and inner rims, weighing 18i 

Milled lead for gutters and setting marble, and lead for 

cramping, weighing 48 J 

53,720 Bushels of lime, weighing 1,431 

50,224 Bushels of river sand, weighing 3,292 

133,646 Bushels of pit sand, weighing 8,759 

4,200 Bushels of hydraulic cement, weighing 250 

Locks, fastenings, glass, lumber in doors and windows, &c. 

weighing about 116 

Making tho aggregate weight of the building 76,5941 

The area on which the building stands, exclusive of the steps, 
uiKisures 34,344 superficial feet, of which 12,862 feet are occupied 
by the walls, making the proportion of the points of support to the 
voids, more than as one to too. The average weight resolved oa 
each superficial foot of foundation, is about six tons. 
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OUT-BUILUINGS. 

Mr. Girard directed that at least four out-buiMing'*, detaolied 
from tlie maiu edifice and from eaeh oitier aliould be erected ; 
which buildings he ordered should be sufBciently apaeious for tie 
residence and accommodatioa of at least three hundred scholars, 
and the requisite teachers and other persons necessary in such an 
institution. 

In oomplianca with this prorisi f tl w 11 f tbiiild j, 

two on the eastern and tWo on th w t n 1 f (h C 11 fc 
bave been constructed. They stand n tl n g n 1 
fronting north and south, the fi "st b nf, at tl d f n 

hundred and forty feet from the n n b Id nd th tw 1 11 

ings having aa interTal between them of ejghty-seven feet. 

Each of these buildings measures fifty-two feet wide by one hun- 
dred and twenty-five feet long. They are three stories in height, 
witb a basomoat of seven feet above the surface of the ground, 
and are all faced with marble, and roofed with copper, or tin. The 
easternmost building, known as No. 1, embraces four separate and 
complete dwelling-bouses for the officers of the Institution. 

The eastern building No. 2, nearest the College, is occupied as 
a lesidence by one hundred of the pupils. This house contains 
four dormitories, each measuring nineteen by fifty-four feet, and two 
eeolion rooms of the same size, with a lavatory, and the necessary 
rooms for the accommodation of the officers and servants. An 
entry or hall, of eight feet in width, extends the whole length 
of the building, on every floor or story. The sfairways are situated 
at each end of the halls, and are composed of marble with wrought 
iron balustrades. 

In the basement of the western building nearest the College, 
known as No. 3, is the general Eefectory for the pupils, measuring 
eighteen feet six inches in width by one hundred and twenty feet 
in length, together with the principal kitchen and scullery, con- 
taining improved ranges and steam apparatus for the preparation 
of the food. In this building are also the parlors for the oiEeers, 
(leetion rooms for a portion of the students, four dormitories, each 
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nineteen by thirty-aine feet in size, and rooms for tbe subordinato 
officers and servants. 

A covered passage of eleven feet six inches in width, ia con- 
stnicted between, this huilding, and No. 4, which is fitted up aa a 
lavatory. 

The western building, No. 4, is divided into sisty-two small dor- 
mitories, and also contains the Infirm irj of the In>!titution 

Both of these western buildings tave collars under the haae- 
ments, and marble stiirwijs throughout, cpening into halls of 
eight feet in width, whn,h estcnd fiom end to end of the build- 
ings on every floor or story 

The spaces between the buildings, both on the east and wt-st of 
th C 11 1 ed by marble walls, wLii,h include gardens 

d th ry f& as for the pupil"" 

I th g 1 pi of the College and grounds, it wis proposed 
t f ish th ppl es of water from springs which ris9 on the 
■w t 1 f th state, the contents of which were forced by 

n hj 1 I m nto reservoirs in the out-bulldings, and 
th d t b t d t all parts of the Institution, This plan was 

d ed ss J consequence of the elevation of the CoUege 
gr ds b b the level of the water basins which supply 

th h 1 t t f th city and districts. But soon after the In- 
1 1 t V p t t operation, it was found that this mode was 

t ly d f t f m the liability of the apparatus to get out of 

1 b t 1 h t the supply of water was altogether insufficient. 
T dy th d ffi Ity, an additional building was erected during 

th J la 0, wh h affords now, by means of steam apparatus, a 
plentiful supply of this indispensable element, and of most excellent 
quality. This building, known as No. 5, ia located at the distance 
of one hundred feet from the western out-building, and is constructed 
of pointed rubble stone, with marble sills, stops, and belt courses. 
It 18 three stories in height above the basement, and measwcs fifty 
feet in width, by one hundred feet in length. At the north-west 
angle of this building a well of sixteen feet diameter has been made, 
the water from which is thrown by means of a five-horse engine 
and force-pump into four ii-on tanks, or reservoirs, located in tbo 
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third &tirj, and ttence di'tribufel thrDugh a four inch iron 
main, and with a head of about thirtj five feet, to the Litchens, 
lavatoiiei, batli roDins, yards, &o Each of these tanks la of the 
capacity of 2oOO galloud, and the witer of one of them la heated 
by means of coils of steam pipes connected with the boilers m the 
basement On the firat floor, are located the rooms ibr wai hing, 
drying, and ironing the clothes, containing the latest and most 
approved steam apparatus for sucli purposes, and in the south 
ba<«ment is situated the bakery cf the ctablishment The other 
rooms m the first and second stones cf thia building are oecupied 
by the classes in French and Spanish, Drawmg, Writing and Book- 
keeping, and also by the Chemical Laboratory. 

The out-buildings are heated by furnaces, and the entire grounds 
and buildings are lighted with gas procured from the works of the 
district of Spring Garden, 

The whole Estate is surrounded by a wall of ten feet in height, 
by sixteen inches in thickness, with spur piers on the inside, and 
buttresses of three feet in width, at intervals of fourteen feet. 
The wall is composed of rubble-stone, and covered with a heavy 
marble capping ; and its entire length is 6843 feet, or something 
more than one and a quarter miles. 

There are two gates of entrance, one being opposite each front 
of the maia building; and at the southern entrance aro two 
octagonal lodges, faced with white marble, each twenty feet in 
diameter, and sixteen feet high. At each entrance are double 
gates, the inner one being of iron, and the outer one of wood, 
folding into a recess in the marble work. The eastern portion of 
the grounds, on which the buildings ere located, and which contains 
twenty-one acres, has been graded to suit the elevation of the sur- 
rounding streets, and is laid out with gravel walks and ornamented 
with shrubbery. On the western portion, containing about twenty 
acres, are erected a farm-house, bam, and out-houses. At the 
extreme western end has been constructed an artificial pool for the 
bathing and amusement of the pupils. The grounds around the 
College, as well as the buildings, avo drained by means of a three 
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F m th 1 fty m bl f of the main edifice itself, (to which 
accpss y th t aim t every visitor ascends,) tbo view ia 

ulso d ngly b uf f 1 mbraciag tho City and its environs for 

many n ! a und nd tb urse, to their confluence eight miles 
beiow f b tb th nil ers which enclose the City. 
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THE WILL 



STEPHEN GIBABD, Esa. 



I, Stephen Oikakd, of the City of Pliilai3elphia, in the 
Commonwealth of Pcnusjlrania, Mariner and Merchant, being of 
sound miad, memor}', and uDderstttadiugj do make and publish 
this mj last Will and Testament, in manner following : that ia to 
say — 

I. I giye and bequeath unto "The Contribntora to the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital," of which Corporation I am a member, the 
earn of Thirty Thousand Dollars, upon the following conditions, 
namely, that the said sum shall be added to their Capital, and 
shall remain a part thereof forever, to be placed at intoreat, and 
the interest thereof to bo applied in the jirst place, to pay to my 
black woman Hannah (to whom I hereby give her freedom,) the 
flum of two hundred dollars per year, in quarterly payments of 
fifty dollara each, in advance, during all the term of her lifej 
and, in the second place, the said interest to be applied to the 
use and accommodation of the sick in the said Hospital, and for 
providing, and at all times having, competent matrons, and a 
sufficient number of nurses and assistant nurses, in order not only 
to promote the purposes of the said Hospital, but to increase 
this last class of useful persons, much wanted in our city. 

IL I ^ve and bequeath to " The Pennsylvania Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb," the sam of Ticenty Thousand Hollars, for 
the use of that Institution. 

'67> 
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III. I give and bequeath to " The Orphan Asjlaiii of Phila- 
delphia," the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, for the uae of that 
Institution. 

IV. I give and bequeath to " The Comptrollers of the I'ublio 
Schools for the City and County of Philadelphia," tho sum of 
Ten Tkoiisand Dollars, for the use of the Schools upon the 
Lancaster system, in the first section of the first school district of 



V. I give and bequeath to " The Mayor,- Aldermen, anil Citizens 
of Philadelphia," the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, in trust 
Bafely to invest the same in some productive fundj and with the 
interest and dividends arising therefrom to purchase fuel, between 
the months of JIarch and August in every year forever, and in 
the month of January in every year forever, distribute the same 
amongst poor white house-keepers and rooraieepers, of good 
character, residing in the City of Philadelphia. 

VI. I give and bequeath to the Society for the relief of poor 
and distressed Masters of Shipi their Widows and Children (of 
whhb ylmmb)th rafTT/ dD U 

t b dd d t th ir G i t 1 t 1 f th 1 p p f 

dS ty 

VII I g d b q th t th g a m wh h U b 

Tru f f th M L t tl f my d th m 

i JiB ly Tl I Dll 1 d g th t th d 

d h 1 1 1 11 d t p t f tl M L 

d y t t th t y I d tl t th t m f my 

d ttfthsedbfittThGdLd f 

P jl d Mas J d tl Ih big d 

tobpd byth dT t fofh dGradLd f 

th p I fl d f t k f 1 th 

gd ty dtbdld dt t gthfmt 

b tdddidtthCpl tht pplj g 

y[tth to ytb pp tltlwhl ptl 

h 11 1 1 h ty th d 1 11 wl th m h 11 f 

ft p t f d <. 1 t 1 f th 1 t 
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of tbirty thousand dollars, the interest wtereof shall be applied 
from time to time to the relief of poor and respectable brethren ; and 
ia order that the real and heneyolent purposes of masonic institu- 
tions may be attained, I recommend to the several lodges not to 
admit to membership, or to receive members from other lodges, 
unless the applicants shall absolutely be men of sound and good 
morals. 

Vin. I give and bequeath unto Philip PeJtz, John Lenlz, 
Francis Hesley, Jacob Baker, and Adam- Young, of Passyunk 
township, in the County of Philadelphia, the sum of Six Thou- 
sand Dollars, iu trust, that they or the survivors or survivor of 
them shall purchase a suitable piece of ground, as near as may be 
in the centre of said township, and thereon erect a substantial 
brick building, sufficiently large for a school-house, and the resi- 
dence of a school-master, one part thereof for poor malo white 
children, and the other part for poor female white children, of said 
township; and as soon as the said school-house shall have been 
built, that the said trustees or survivors or sutrivor of tbem, 
shall convey the said piece of ground and house thereon erected, 
and shall pay over such balance of said sum as may remain unex- 
pended to any board of directors and their successors, in trust, 
which may at the time exist or be by law constituted, consisting 
of at least twelve discreet inhabitants of the said township, and to 
be annually chosen by the inhabitants thereof; the said piece of 
ground and bouse to be carefully maintained by said directors and 
their successors solely for the purposes of a school as aforesaid, for- 
ever, and the said balance to be securely iavested as a, permanent 
fund, the interest thereof to be applied from time to time towards 
the education in the said school of any number of such poor white 
children of said township; and I do hereby recommend to the 
citizens of said township to make additions to the fund whereof T 
have laid the foundation. 

IX. I give and devise my house, and lot of ground thereto be- 
longing, situate in rue Ramouet aus Ohartrons, near the city of 
Bordeaux, m France, and the rents, issues, and profits thereof, to 
my brother, Etjenne Girardj and my niece Victoira Fenellouj 
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(daughter of my late sieter Sophia Gii-ard Capayron,) both residing 
in France, in equal moieties for the life of mj said brother, and, 
on hia decease, one moiety of the said house and lot to my said niece 
Victoire, and her lieirs forever, and the other moiety to the six 
children of my said hrotlier, namely, John Fabricius, Marguerite, 
Ana Henriette, Jean August, Marie, and Madeline Hcnriette, 
share and share alike, (the issue of any deceased child, if mora 
ttaa one, to take amongst them the parent's share) and their heirs 

X. I give and bequeath to my said brother, Etienue 6irard, 
the sum of Fine Thousand Dollars, and the like sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars to each of his six children above named : if 
any of the said children shall die prior to the receipt of his or her 
legacy of five thousand dollars, the sdd sum shall be paid, and I 
give and bequeath the same to any issue of such deceased child, 
if more than one, sliare and share alike. 

XI. I give and bequeath to my said niece, Vietoii'e Fenellon 
the sam of Five Thousand Dollars. 

XII. I give and bequeath absolutely to my niece, Antoinetta, 
now married to Mr. Hemphill, the sum of Ten Thousand Dol- 
lars, and I also give and bequeath to her the sum of Fiftt/ Thou- 
sand Dollars, to be paid over to a trustee or trustees to be appointed 
by my executors, which trustee or trustees shall place and continue 
the said sum of fifty thousand dollars upon good security, and 
pay the interest aad dividends thereof as they shall from time to 
time accrue, to my said niece for her separate use, during the term 
of her life, and from and immediately after her decease, to pay and 
distribute the capital to and among such of her children and the 
issue of deceased children, and in such parts aad shares as she 
the said Antoinetta, by an instrument under her hand and seal, 
executed in the presence of at least two credible witnesses, shall 
direct and appoint, and for default of such appointment, then to 
and among the said children and issue of deceased children ia 
equal shares, such issue of deceased children, if more than one, 
to take only the share which their deceased parent would haTO 
taken if living- 
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Xni. I give and bequeath unto ray niece Carolina, now married 
to Mr. Hasiam, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ; to he paid 
over to a trustee or trustees to be appointed hy my executors, which 
trustee or trustees shall place and coatiDue tlie aaid money upon 
good security, and pay the interest aad dividends thereof from 
time to time as they shall accrue, to my said niece for her separate 
use, during the term of her life : and from and immediately after 
her decease, to pay and distribute the capital to and among such 
of her children, and i^ue of deceased children, and in such parta 
and shares, as she the said Carolina, by any instrument under her 
hand and seal, executed in the presence of at least two credible 
witnesses, shall direct and appoint, and for default of such appoint- 
ment, then to and among tho said children, and issue of deceased 
children, in equal shares, such issue of deceased children, if more 
than one, to take only the share which the deceased parent would 
have taken if living; but if my said niece Carolina, shall leave no 
issue, then the said trustee or trustees, on her decease, shall pay 
tho said capital, and any interest accrued thereon, to and among 
Caroline Lallemand, {niece of the said Carolina) and the children 
of the aforesaid Antoinetta Hemphill, share aad share alike. 

XIV. I give and bequeath to my niece Henrietta, now married 
to Dr. Clark, tho sum of Ten ThousOTul Dollars ; and I give and 
bequeatl to her daughter Caroline, (in the last clause above named), 
the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars — the interest of said sum 
of twenty thousand dollars or so much thereof as Tms.y be necessary, 
to be applied to the maintenance and education of the said Caro- 
line during her minority, and the principal, with any accumulated 
interest, to be paid to the said Caroline, on her arrival at the age 
of twenty-one years. 

XV. TTnto each of the captains who shall be m my employment 
at the time of my decease, either ia port, or at sea, ha\ing ehirge 
of one of my ships or vessels, and having performed at least two 
voyages in my service, I give and bequeath thi, fum of Fifteen 
Hundred Dollars — provided he shall have brought safely into 
the port of Philadelphia, or if at sea at the time of my decease, 
shall bring safely into that port, my ship or vessel last intrusted to 
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him, and alao that bis conduct during the last TOjage siiall havo 
been in every respect conformable to my instructions to him, 

XVI. All persons, wlio, at the time of my decease, shall be 
bound to me hy indenture, as apprentices or servants, aud who 
shall then be under age, I direct my executors to assign to suitable 
mastera immediately after my decease, for the remainder of their 
respective terms, on conditions as favorable as tbey can in regard to 
(jducation, clothing, and freedom dues : to each of the said persons 
in my service, and under age at the time of my decease, I give and 
bequeath the sum of Fine Hundred Dollars, which sums respec- 
tively I direct my executors safely to invest in public stock, to 
apply the interest and dividends thereof, towards the education of 
th ral apprentices or aeivant', foi whom the capital is given 

p t ly and at the termmation of the apprenticeship or ser- 

f I , to pay to him or her the said sum of five hundred 

d 11 rs and any interest accrued thereon, if any such interest shall 

n nu xpendedj in assignmg any mdenture, prefereoce shall 
be en t the mother, father, or next relation, as assignee, should 
au h n th , father, or relative desire it, and be at the same time 

p t bl and compefent. 

XTII. I give and bequeath to Praneis Hesley (son of Mrs. S. 
Hesley, who is mother of Marianne Hesley,) the sum of One 
Thousand Dollars, over and above such sum as may be due to 
him at my decease, 

XVIII. I charge my real estate in the State of Pennsylvania 
with the payment of the several annuities or sums following, (the 
said annuities to be paid by the Treasurer or other proper officers 
of the City of Philadelphia, appointed by the Corporation thereof 
for the purpose, out of the rents and profits of said real estate here- 
ioaftcr directed to be kept constantiy rented,) namely : — 

1st. I give and bequeath to Mrs. Elizabeth IngersoU, widow of 
Jared IngersoU, Esq., late of the city of Philadelphia, Counsellor 
at law, an annuity, or yearly sum of One Thousand Dollars, to 
be paid in half-yearly payment, in advance, of five hundred dollar! 
each, during her life. 



dbv Google 



STEPHEN GmiRD'SWILL. Od 

2d. I give anil liequeath to Mrs. Catherine Girard, now widow 
of Mr. J. B. Hoskias, who died in the Isle of Franca, an ani,uitj, 
ov yearly sum of Four Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly 
paymeatg, in advanoej of two Iinadred dollars each, during her 
life. 

3d. I give and bequeath to Mrs. Jane Taylor, my present 
house-keeper, (the widow of the late Captain Alexander Taylor, 
who was master of my ship Ilelvctios, and died ia my employ- 
ment,) an annuity, or yearly sum of Five Hundred Dollars, to bo 
paid in haif-yeatly payments, in advance, of two hundred and fifty 
dollars each, during lier life. 

4th. I givo and bequeath to Mrs. S. Hesley, my house-keepor 
at my place in Passyunk Township, an annuity, or yearly sum of 
Five Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly payments, in ad- 
vance, of two hundred and fifty doUara each, during her life. 

5th. I give and bequeath to Marianne Hesley, daughter to Mrs. 
S. Hesley, an annuity, or yearly sum of Three Hundred Dollars, 
to be paid to ber mother, for her use, in half-yearly payments, in 
advance, of one hundred and fifty dollars each, uatil the said Ma- 
rianne shall have attained the ago of twenty-one years, when the 
said annuity shall cease, and the said Marianne will reeeive the 
five hundred dollars given to her and other indented persons, ac- 
cording to the clause XVI. of this Will. 

6th. r give and bequeath to ray late house-keeper, Mary Ken- 
ton, aa annuity, or yearly sum of Three Hundred Dollars, to be 
paid in half-yearly payments, in advance, of one hundred and fifty 
dollars each, daring hov life. 

7tb. I givo and bequeath to Mrs, Deborah Scott, sister of Mary 
Kenton, and wife of Mr. Edwin T. Scott, an annuity, or yeai-ly 
sum of TViree Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly pay- 
ments, in advance, of ono hundred and fifty dolkrs each, during 
hL'r life. 

8th. I give and bequeath to Mrs, Catherine M'Laren, sister of 
JIarj Kenton, and wife of Mr. M'Laren, an annuity, or yearly 
sum of Three Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly pay- 
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menla, in adyance, of one hundred and fifty duliars each, during 
her life. 

9tli. I give and becjueath to Mra. Amelia G-. Taylor, wife of 
BIr. Richanl M. Taylor, an annuity or yearly sum of Three, Hun. 
dred Dollars, (n he paid in half-yearly payments, in advance, of 
one hundred and fifty dollars each, during her life. 

XIX. All that part of my real and personal estate, near Wash- 
ita, in the Stato of Louisiana, the said real estate consisting of 
upwards of two hundred and eighty tkousand arpens, or acres of 
land, and including therein the seltletnent hereinafter mentioned, 
I give, devise, and bequeath, as follows, namely ; 1. I give, devise, 
and bequeath to the Corporaiiim of the City of New Orlcan.i, their 
successors and assigns, all that part of my real estate, constituting 
the settlement formed on my behalf by my parlicnlar friend. Judge 
Henry Bree, of Washita, consisting of upwards of one thousand 
nrpens, or acres of land, with the appurtenances and improvements 
thereon, and also all the personal estate thereto belonging, and 
thereon remaining, including upwards of thirty slavea now on said 
settlement, and their increase, in trust, however, and subject to 
tho following reservations : 

I desire, that no part of the said estate or property, or the slaves 
thereon, or their increase, shall be disposed of or sold for the term 
of twenty years from and after my decease, should the said Judge 
Henry Broe survive me and live so long, but that the said settle- 
ment shall be kept up by the said Judge Henry Bree, for and 
during said term of twenty years, as if it was his own; that 
is, it fchall remain under his sole care and control; he shall 
improve the same by raising such produce as he may deem most 
advisable, and after paying taxes, and all expenses in keeping 
up the settlement, by clothing the slaves and otherwise, he shall 
have and enjoy for his own use, all the nett profits of said settle- 
ment. Proviled, however, and I desire that the said Judge Hen- 
ry BioQ, shall render, annually, to the Corpoiation of the City of 
New Orleans, a report of the state of the settlement, the income 
and expenditure thereof, the number and increase of the slaves, 
and the net result of the whole. I desire that, at the expiration 
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better with the loteiior. Now, I do give, devise, and bequeath all 
the fesidve and remainder of my real and personal estate of 
every sort and kind wheresoever situate, (the real esfate in Penn- 
sylvania charged as foresaid) unto " the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Citizens of Philadelphia," their suocesaors and assigns, in trust, to 
and for the several uses, intents and purposes, hereinafter men- 
tioned and declared of and concerning the same, that is to say : 
so far as regards my real estate in Pennsylvania, in trust, that no 
part thereof shall ever be sold or alienated by the said Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Citizens of Philadelphia, or their successors, but 
the same shall forever (hereafter be let from time to time, to good 
tenants, at yearly or other rents, and upon leases in possession not 
eaceeding five years from the commencement thereof, and that tho 
rents, issues, and profits arising therefrom, shall be applied towards 
keeping that part of tho said real estate situate in the city and 
liberties of Philadelphia constantly in good repair, (parts else- 
where situate to bo kept in repair by the tenants thereof respec- 
tively) and towards improving the same, whenever necessary, by 
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erecting now buildings; and that the not residue (after pajing 
the several annuities herein before provided for,} be applied to the 
s^iiie uses and purposes as are herein declared of aud coDceming 
the residue of my personal estate j and so far as regards my real 
estate in Kentdeky, now under the care of Messrs. Triplets and 
Brumley, in trust, to sell and dispose of the same, ii'lio>""cr it 
may be expedient to do so, and to apply the proceeds of such sat 
to the same iisea and purposes as are herein declared of and coa- 
eerning the residue of my personal estate, 

XXI. And so far aa regards the residue of my personal estate, 
in trust, as to two millitms of dollars, part thereof, to apply and 
expend so much of that sum as may bo necessary, in erecting, as 
soon as. practicably may be, in the centre of my square of ground 
between High and Chestnut streets, and Eleventh and Twelfth 
streets, in the City of Philadelphia, (which square of ground I 
hereby devote for the purposes hereinafter stated, and for no 
other, foi'ovcr,) a permanent college, with suitable out-buildings, 
sufficiently spacious for the residence and aocommodj,tion of at least 
three hundred scholars, and the requisite teachers and other 
persons necessary in such an institution as I direct to bo established, 
and in supplying the swd college and out-huildings with decent 
and suitable furniture, as well as books aod all things needful to 
carry into effect my general design. 

The said college shall be constructed with the most durable nia^ 
terials, and ia the most permanent manner, avoiding needless 
ornament, and attending ohiefiy to the strength, convenience, and 
neatness of the whole : It shall be at least one hundred and tea 
feet cast and west, and one hundred and sixty feet north and south, 
and shall be huiit on lines parallel with High and Chestnut streets, 
and Eleventh and Twelfth streets, provided those lines shall consti- 
tute at their junction right angles : It shall be three stories in height, 
each story at least fifteen fp ot high in the clear from the floor to 
the cornice : It shall be fire-proof inside and outside. The floors 
and the roof to be formed of solid materials, ou arches turned oa 
proper centres, so that no wood may be used, except for doors, win- 
dows, aild shutters: Cellar's shall be made under the biiildiug, 



dbv Google 



CS STEPHEN GIKAEP'S IVILL. 

Bolely for tUe purposes of the institution ; the doors to thera from 
tiio oatside eliaU be on t!io cast and west of the building, and 
access to them from tbe iiisido shall be bad by steps, descending 
to the cellar floor from each of tho entries er halls hereinafter men- 
tioned, and tho inside cellar doors to open under the stairs on tlie 
north-east and north-west comers of the northern entry, and under 
the stairs on the south-east and south-west corners of the southern 
entry ; there shall be a cellav window under and ia Hue with each 
window in the first story — they shall be built one half below, the 
other half above tbe surface of the ground, and the ground out- 
side each window shall be supported by stout walls; tbe susbes 
should open inside, on hinges, ]iko doors, and there should be 
strong iron bars outside each window; tho windows inside and out- 
side should not be less than four feet wide in the clear : There 
shall be in each story four rooms, each room not less than fifty feet 
square in the clear; the four rooms on each floor to occupy the 
whole space east and west on such floor or story, and the middle of 
the building north and south ; so that in the north of the building, 
and in the south thereof, there may remain a space of equal di- 
mensions, for an entry or hall in each, for stairs and landings : In 
the north-east, and in the north-west corners of the northern entry 
or hall on the first floor, stMrs shall be made so as to form a dou- 
ble stair-case, which sliall be carried up through the several storiea ; 
and, in like manner, in the south-east and south-west comers of 
the southern entry or hall, stairs shall be made, on tho first floor, 
so as to form a double slair-oase, to be carried up thraugh the sev- 
eral stories ; the steps of the stairs to be made of smooth white mar- 
ble, with plain square edges, each step not to exceed nine inches 
in the rise, nor to be less than ten inches in the tread ; the outside 
and inside foundation walls shall be at least ten feet high in the 
alear from the ground to the ceiling ; the first floor shall be at least 
three feet above the level of tho gi'ound around the building, after 
that ground shall have been so regulated as that there shall be a 
gradual descent from the centre to the side of the square formed 
by High and Chestnut and Eleventh and Twelfth streets; all the 
(tfttside foundation walls, forming the cellars, shall be three feet 
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six inctcs thick up to the first floor, or as high as any he necessary 
to fix the centres for the first floor ; and the inside foundation wall, 
running north and south, and the three inside foundition walls 
ruaning east and west (intended to receive the intenor wills for 
the four rooms, each not less than fifty feet square lu the clear, 
above mentioned,) shall he three feet thick up to the first floor, or aa 
high as may be necessary to fix the centres for the first floor; when 
can'ied so fiir up, the outside walls shall be reduced to two feet in 
thickness, leaving a recess outside of one foot, and inside of ati 
inches — ^and when carrried so far up, the inside foundation walls 
ahail also ha reduced, sis iaches on each side, to the thickness of 
two feet ; centres shall then be Ssed on the various reccsaes of sis 
inches throughout, left for the purpose, the proper arches shall be 
turned, and the first floor laid; the outside and the inside wall 
shall then be carried up to the thickness of two feet throughout, 
as high as may be necessary to bogin the recess intended to fix the 
centres of the second floor, that is, the floor of the four rooms, each 
not less than fifty feet square in the clear, and for the landiag in the 
north, and the landing in the south of the building, where the 
stairs are to go up — at this stage of the work, a chain, composed 
of bars of inch square iron, each bar about ten feet long, and linked 
together by hooks formed of the ends of the bars, shall be laid 
straightly and horizontally along the several walls, and shall bo aa 
tightly as possibly worked into the centre of them throughout, and 
shall be secured wherever necessary, especially at all the angles, by 
iron clamps solidly fastened, so as to prevent cracking or swerving 
in any part; centres shall then be laid, the proper arches turned 
for the second floor and landings, and the second floor and landings 
shall be laid; the outside and the inside walls shall then be car- 
ried up of the same thickness of two feet throughout as high as 
may be necessary to begin in the recess intended to fis the centres 
for the third floor and landings, and, when so far carried up, ano- 
ther chain similar in all respects to that used at the second story, 
shall ha in like manner worked into the walls throughout, as 
tightly aa possible, and clamped in the same way with equal care; 
centres shall be formed, the pi-oper arches turned, and the third 
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two principd doors of entrance into th 11 t th t y 
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ing should be, as fiir as practicable, devoted to a distinet purpose : 
in that one or more of those buildings, ia which they may be 
most useful, I direct'my eseeutors to pUoe my plate and furniture 
of every sort. 

The entire square, formed by High and Chestnut streets, and 
GleveDth and Twelfth streets, shall be enclosed vith a solid vail, 



dbv Google 



12 STEPHEN GIEARd's WILL. 

ftt loast fourteen inches thick, and ten feet liigb, capped with mar- 
i>1b and guarded with irons on the top, so as fo prevent persons 
'com getting over; there shall be two places of eatraneo into the 
square, one in the centre of the wall facing High sfjeet, and the 
rther in the centre of the wall facing Chestnut street : at each place 
of entrance there shall ho two gates, one opening inward, and the 
other outward, those opening inward to be of iron, and in the style 
of the gates north and south of my Banking Hoiise ; and those 
opening outward to te of substantial wood work, well lined and 
secured on the feces thereof with sheet-iron. The messuages now . 
erected on the south-east corner of High and Twelfth streets, and 
fln Twelfth street, to be taken down and removed as soon as the 
College and out-buildings shall have been erected, so that the es- 
tablishment may be rendered secure and private. 

When the Collogo and appurtenances shall have been constructed 
and supplied with plain and suitable furniture and books, philoso- 
phical and esperlmental instruments and apparatus, and all other 
matters needful to carry my general design into execution; the 
income, issues, and profits of so much of the said sum of two mil- 
lion of dollars as shall remain unexpended, shall be applied to 
maintain the said college according to my directions. 

1, Tho Institution shall be organized as soon as practicable, and 
to accomplish the purpose more effectually, due public notice of 
the intended opening of the college shall be given — so that fiere 
may be an opportunity to make selections of competent instructors, 
and other agents, and those who may have the charge of orphans 
may be aware of the provisioa intended for them. 

2. A competent number of instructors, teachers, assistants, and 
Other necessary agents shall be selected, and when needful, their 
places, from time to time, supplied : they shall receive adequate 
compensation for their services; but no person shall be employed, 
who shall not be of tried skill in his or her proper department, of 
established moral character, and in all cases persons shall be chosen 
on aoeount of their merit, and not through favor or intrigue. 
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3. A3 many poor white male orphans, between the age of six 
and ten years, as the said income shall be adequate to maintain, 
shall be JEtrodueed into the college as soon aa possible ; and from 
time to time, as there may be vaoaacisa, or as iuereascd ability 
from income may warrant, others shall be introduced. 

4. On tbe application for admission, an accurate statement should 
be taken ia a book, prepared for tlie purpose, of the name, birth- 
place, age, health, condition as to relatives, and other particulars 
useful to be known of each orphan. 

5. No orphan should be admitted until the guardians or direc- 
tors of tho poor, or a proper guardian or other corapctont authority, 
shall have given, by indenture, reliaquisliment, or otherwise, ade- 
quate power to tbo Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, 
or to directors, or others by them appointed, to enforce, in relation 
to each orphan, every proper rostraiat, aad to prevent relatives or 
others from interfering with, or withdrawing such orphan from the 
institution. 

6. Those orphans, for wliose admission application stall first be 
made shall be first introduced, all other things concurring — and 
at all future times, priority of application shall entitle the applicant 
to preference in admission, all other things concurring; but if there 
shall be, at any time, more applicants than vacancies, and the ap- 
plying orphans shall have been bom in different places, a prefe- 
rence shall be given— jJm(, to orphans born in the city of Phila- 
delphia ; secondly, to those bom in aay other part of Pennsylvania ; 
thirdly, to tbose bora ia the city of New York (that being the 
first port on the continent of Nortii America at which I arrived :) 
and lastly, to those born in the City of New Orleans, being the 
first port on the said continent at which I first tiadetl, in the first 
instance as first officer, and subsequently as master and part owner 
of a vessel and cargo. 

7. The orphans admitted into the College, shall be there fed 
with plain but wholesome food, clothed witb plain but decent ap- 
parel, (no distinctive dress ever to be worn) and lodged ia a plaiu 
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but safe manner; Due regard shaU be paid to tlieir health, and ta 
this end their persons and clothes shall be kept clean, and they 
sliall have suitable and rational exercise and recreation : They shall 
be instructed in the various branchea of a sound education, oom- 
prehending reading, writing, grammar, arithmetic, geography, 
navigation, surveying, practical mathematics, astronomy ; natural, 
ohemical and experimental philosophy, the French and Spanish 
languages, (I do not forbid, but I do not recommend the Gtreek and 
Latin languages) — and such other learning and science as the 
capacities of the several scholars may merit or warrant : I would 
have them taught facts and things, rathor than words or signs; 
and especially, I desire, that by every proper means a pure attach- 
ment to our Eepahlican Institutions, and to the sacred rights of 
conscience, as guaranteed by our happy constitutions, shall be 
formed and fostered in the minds of the scholars. 

8, Should it unfortunately happen, that any of the orphans 
admitted into the College, shalJ, from malcoaduct, have become 
unfit companions for the rest, and mild means of reformation provu 
abortive, they shall no longer remain therein. 

9. Those scholars, who shall merit it, shall remain in the Col- 
lege until they shall respectively arrive at between fourteen and 
eighteen years of age ; they shall then be bound out by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, or under their direction, 
to suitable occupations, as those of agriculture, navigation, arts, 
mechanic^ trades, and manufactures, according to the capacities 
and acquirements of the scholars respectively, consulting, as far 
as prudence shall justify it, the inclinations of the several scholars, 
as fo the occupation, art or trade, to be learned. 

In relation to the organization of the College and its appenda- 
ges, I leave, necessarily, many details to the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Citizens of Philadelphia, and their successors ; and I do so, with 
the more confidence, as, from the nature of my bequests, and tho 
benefits to result from them, I trust that my fellow-citizens of 
Philadelphia will observe and evince especial oare and ansielj 
g members for their City Councils, and other agents. 
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There are, liowcver, some restrieticna, which I cousider it my 
duly to prescribe, and to be, amongst others, conditioua on which 
my bequest for said College is made, and to be enjoyed, namely; 
first, I enjoin and require, that if at the close of any year, tha 
income of the fund devoted fo the purposes of the said College 
Bha.ll be more than sufficient for the maintenance of the Institution 
during that year, then the balance of the said income, after defray 
iDg such maintenance, shall be forthwith invested in good securi- 
ties, thereafter to be and remain a part of the capital; but in no 
event, Bhall any part of the said capital bo sold, disposed of, or 
pledged, to meet the current espenses of the said Institution, to 
which I devote the interest, income and dividends thereof, esclu- 
sively : Secondly, I enjoin and require that no ecclesiastic, mis- 
sionary, or minister of any sect whatsoever, shall ever hold or 
exercise any station or duly lekatever in the said College ; nor 
shall any such person ever be admitted fur any purpose, or as a 
visitor, Milhin the premises appropriated to the purposes of the 
said college: — In making this restriction, I do not mean to cast 
any reflection upon any sect or person vrbatsoever; but as there is 
such a multitude of sects, and such a diversity of opinion amongst 
them, I desire to keep the tender minds of the orphans, who are 
to derive advantage from this bequest, free from the excitement 
which clashing doctrines and sectarian controversy are so apt to 
produce; my desire is, that all the instructors and teachers in the 
College, shall take pains to instil into the fflinds of the scholars, 
the purest principles of morality, so that, on their entrance into 
active life, they may from inclination and kahtt, evince benevolence 
toward their fellow creatures, and a love of truth, sobriety, and 
industry, adopting at the same time, such religious tenets as their 
matured reason may enable them to prefer. If the income, aris- 
ing from that part of tho said sum of two millions of dollars, re- 
maining after tho construction and furnishing of the GoHege and 
ont-buildings, shall, owing to the increase of the number of orphans 
applying for admission, or other cause, be inadequate to the con- 
struction of new buildings, or the maintenance and education of 
as many orphans as may apply for admission, then such further 
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3iim M may be necessary for the eoaatruction of new buildings and 
the maintenance and education of such further number of orphans, 
as can be maintained and instructed within such buildings as the 
BaJd square of ground ahali be adequate to, shall be taken from 
the final residuary fund hereinafter expressly referred to for tha 
purpose, comprehending the income of my real estate in the city 
and county of Philadelphia, and the dividends of my stock in the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company — my design and desire being, that 
the benefits of said institution shall be extended to as great a num- 
ber of orphans, as the limits of the said square and buildings there- 
in can accommodate. 

XXII. And as to the further sum of Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars, part of the residue of my personal estate, in trust, to 
invest the same securely, and to keep the same so invested, and to 
apply the income thereof exclusively to the following purposes : 
tiiat is to say — 

1. To lay out, regulate, curb, light, and pave a passage or street 
on the east part of the City of Philadelphia, fronting the river 
Delaware, not less than twenty-one feet wide, and to be called 
Delaware Aoenue, extending" from Vine to Cedar street, all along 
the east part of Water street squares, and thewest side of the 
logs, which form the heads of the docks, or thereabouts; and to 
this intent to obtain such Acta of Assembly, and to make such 
purchases or agreements, as will enable the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Citizens of Philadelphia, to remove or pull dowa all the build- 
ings, fences, and obstructions which may be in tho way, and to 
prohibit all buildinfa fences or erections of any kind to the east- 
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2. To pull down aod remove all wooden buildings, as well those 
made of wood and other combustible matenals, as those called 
briok-paned, or frame buildings filled itk with bricks, that are erected 
within tbe limits of the City of Philadelphia, and also to prohibit 
the erection of any such building, within the said city's limits at 
any future lime. 

3. To regulate, widen, i d b W t t t d t dis- 
tribute the Schuylkill w te th p th f 11 w g pi 
that is to say — that Wate t tbwd d t dwtfm 
Vine street, all the way to S th t t iiL m t 
from the front of my dwell t th f t f y t ih 
west side of Water street d th git f tl 1 to 
continued at the same dist f th th y t 
present -opposite to the said d 11 d th t tl in 
lation of the said street b t 1 th th ty f t d 
and a.fford a large and co tftwyl fbtt 
and incumbrances of every ta d th II d h h 
if any shall be permitted, t to t d f m th b Id „ t 
tbe footway more than four feet; the said width to be iuoreasod 
gradually, as the fund shall permit, and as the capacity to remove 
impediments shall increase, until there shall be a correct and per- 
manent regulation of Water street, on the principles above stated, 
BO that it may run north and south as straight as possible. That 
the ten feet middle alloy, belonging to the public, and running 
from the centre of the east squares to Front street, all the way 
down across Water street to the river Delaware, be kept open and 
cleansed as eity property, all the way from Vine to South street; 
that such part of each centre or middle all y f m F t 
to Water street, be arched over with bricks t ' g 
tt manner as to facilitate the building of pi dp t 
Btono steps and platforms, so that they may b w h d d k pt 
constantly clean; and that the eontiaUance of h d 11 y f 
the east sido of Water street, bo curbed all th w y to tb 
Delaware, and kept open forever, (T understand that those mid- 
dle or centre alleys were left open in the first pkn of the bis, on 
tiie east front of the city, which were granted from the east side 
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of Front street to tbe xiTcr Delaware, and that each lot on said 
cast front has contributed to make tbose alleja, hy giving a part 
of their ground ia proportion to the size of each lot; those alleys 
were in the first instance, and still are, considered public property, 
intended for the convenience of the inhabitants residiug in Front 
street, to go down to the i w t d th j p b t 

owing to neglect or to sora th n th p f th ■nho 

have had the care of th y ] pe ty 1 h t 

have been made on them by d d 1 by wh lly ! J t, 
building over them, or otb w nd a ti t w y th b b t t 
more particularly those wh i th hi h d le- 

prived of the benefit of th t h les wh h th ] g 

and cleansing throughout wldffd)Thtth npp n 
"Water street, which, by b g f II th th th 

other streets, and too ne tb f f tb ^ d 
stant leaks, particularly in h w t wh b m y pi 

render the street iinpassaVl b t t n p d pi ced by p p f 
the same size, quality, and dimensions in every respect, and laid 
down as deeply from tbo surface of the ground, as the iron pipes 
wbicb are laid in the main streets of tbo city; and as it respects 
pumps for Schuyll U t d fire-p! n Water street, that one 
of each be fixed t th th w t er of Vine and Water 

streets, and so r g tl w rd f each near the steps of 

the centre alley g p t F t et; one of each at the 

south-west corn f S f d W t r Street; one of each 

near the steps of tb t H J fe g I to Front street, and so 
on at every south w t f 11 th main streets and Water 

street, and of th t 11 y f y quare, as fiir as South 

or Cedar street; 1 wh th am t 11 have been completed, 
that ail Water street shall be repaved by the best workmen, ja the 
most complete maoaer, with the best paving water-stones, after 
the height of the curbstones shall have been regulated through- 
out, as well as the ascent and descent of the street, in sueh 
manner as to conduct the water through the main streets and the 
centre alleys to the river Delaware, as far as practicable; and 
whenever any part of the street shall want to be raised, to use no- 
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thing but good pariDg gravel for that purpose, so as to male the 
paviQg as permanent as possihle. By all which improvements, it 
is my infention to place and maintain the section of the citj above 
referred to, in a condition wh ch will cor espond better with the 
general cleanliness and appearance of the whole c ty and be more 
consistent with the safety heil h and comfo t of tlie latizena. 
And my mind and will are that all tl e nc no nterest, and divi- 
dends of the said capital sum of fi h n Ircd th usaad dollars 
shall bo yearly, and every je^r expecl d p n the said objects, 
in the order in which I ha e t ted them a clo ely as possible, 
and upon no other objects nt 1 tho e en m Tited shall have been 
attained : and when those obj ts shall have b n accomplished, I 
authorize and direct the said, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens, 
to apply such part of the income of the said capital sum of five 
hundred thousand dollars, as they may think proper, to the furfher 
improvement, from time to time, of the eastern or Delaware front 
of tho city. 

XXIII. I give and bequeath to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, the sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars, for the 
purpose of internal improvements by canal navigation, to be paid 
into tho State treasury by my exeoutoia, es soon as such laws shall 
have been enacted by the constituted authorities of the said Com- 
monwealth as shall be necessary, and amply sufEoient to carry into 
effect, or to enable the constituted authorities of the city of Phila- 
delphia to carry into effect, the several improvements above speci- 
fied; namely, 1. Laws, to cause Delaware Avenue, as above 
described, to be made, paved, curbed, and lighted; to cause the 
buildings, fences, and other obstructions now existing, to be abated 
and removed; and to prohibit the creation of any such obstructions 
to the eastward of said Delaware Avenue; 2. Laws, to cause all 
wooden buildings, as above described, to be removed, and to pro- 
hibit their future erection within the limits of the city of Phila- 
delphia; 3. iaws, providing for the gradual widening, regulating 
paving, and curbing Water street, as hereinbefore described, and 
also for the repairing tho middle alloys, and introducing tho 
Sohuylhill water, and pumps, as before specified — all which 
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objects may, I persuade myself, be accomplisbcd on principles at 
once just in relation to individuals, and highly beneficial to the 
public : the said sum, however, not to be paid, unless said laws ba 
passed within one year after my decease. 

XXIV. And as it regards the remainder of said residue of my 
personal estate, in trustj to invest tbe same in good securities, and 
in like manner to invest tbe Interest and income tbereof, from 
time to time, so that the whole shall form a permanent fund; and 
to apply the income of the said fund, 

1st. To tho further improvement and maintenance of the 
aforesaid College, as directed in the last paragraph of the XXIst 
clause of this Will. 

2d. To enable the Corporation of the City of Philadelphia to 
provide more eff'-tuallj than they now do for the 'iceurity of the 
pers d p pe t J f tl h b ta t f th ^a d ty by m 

p t t 1 1 1 d g a t ml f t 1 m lly 

tdtothipo dttheill m dl f 

th tj t w t h d stn t f it h 1 p pe 

h d d th t 1 1 t tw w t hm h II d t 

b p t 1 1 th 

d T bl th id C p nt t mp th ty p pe ty 

d th £, 1 ppear f th ty t If d fl t t 

diminish the burden of taxation, now most oppressive, especially 
on those who are the least able to bear it : — 

To all which objects, the prosperity of the city, and the health 
and comfort of its iaiiabitants, I devote the said fund as aforesaid, 
and direct the income thereof to be applied yearly, and every 
year forever, after providing for the College as hereinbefore 
directed, aa my primary object. But, if the said City shall know- 
ingly and wilfully violate any of the conditions hereinbefore and 
hereinafter mentioned, then I give and bequeath the said remain- 
der, and accumulations, to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for tho purpose of internal navigation ; excepting, however, the 
rents, issues, and profits of my real estate in the city and county of 
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PJiiladclpliij, which sliall forever be reserved and applied to main- 
tain the afoieaaid College, in the manner spGoilied in the last 
pxragraph of tlie XXIst clause of this Will: And if the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania shall fail to applj this or the preced- 
ing bequi-at to the purposes before mentiooed, or shall apply any 
pirt thereof to any other use, or shall, for the term of one year 
from the time of my decease, fail or omit to pa^ the laws liereiu- 
before specified for promoting the imfffovement of the City of 
Philadelpliia, then I gi d vise an 1 1 queath the said reEoaioder 
and lixumulations (th id alwa^ excepted and 

reserved for the Colleg af d) to the United States of 

America, for the purpo f n 1 n vigaliou, and no otbei 

Provided, neverthole lid h eby declaie, thxt all the 

preceding beque^ and d f h residue of my estate to the 

Mayor, Alderraea and C ze f Ph ladclpbia, are mide upon 
the followiag express c n 1 n h o say : — First, That none 

of the moneys, prinoip 1 ate d d iids, or rents arisiD" fiom 
the said residuary devise bq hUt ytn b ipld 

to any other purpose o p p wl tl a tb se h m 

tioned and appointed, Second Th t parat cc aL 1 t t 
from the other arcounta of the C p t n b 11 b L pt by th 
said Corporation, oonoeming the Id bj tCllg nd 

funds, and of the investment aad ppl t n tl t d tb t a 
separate account or accounts of tb m ball be i pt bl nk 
not blended with any other acco t th t t m y t 11 p- 

pear, on esaminatioa by a committee of the Legislature, as here 
inafter mentioned, that my intentions had been fully complied 
with : Third, That the said Corporalioo render a i3etailed account 
annually, in duplicate, to the Legislature of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, at the commencement of tbe session, one copy for 
tiie Senate, and the other for the House of Representative, con- 
cerning the said devised and bequeathed estate, and the investment 
and application of the same, and also a repoit in like manner'of 
the state of the said College, and shall submit all their books, papers, 
and accounts touching tbe same, to a committee or comnsittees of 
tbe Legislature for esamination, when tbe same shall bo required. 
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4th. The said Corporation stall also cause to be jubliabel in 
the month of January, annually, in two cr mere newspj,pei=, prmt- 
ed in the city of Philadelphia, a concise but plam anenunt of tho 
state of the trusts, devises and bequests herein declared and 
made, comprohendiog the condition of the said CoUegL, tho num 
l)er of scholars, and other particulars needful to be publiily inown, 
for the year nest preceding the said month if January, annually 

XXV. And whereas, I have esecuted an aaaignmeut in tiust, 
of my banking establishment, to t.ike effect the day bifoie my 
decease, to the intent that all the concerns thereof any be closed 
by themselves, without being blended with the concerns of my 
general estate, and the balance remaining to be paid over to my 
executors ; Now, I do hereby direct my executors, hereinafter 
mentioned, not to interfi?re with the said trust in'any way escipt to 
see that the same is fuith^lly e3:ccuti,d, and to aid the execution 
thereof by all such ai;ta and deeds as may be necLssary and expo 
dient to effectuate the same, so that it may bo speedily closed, and 
the balance paid over to my exccnfora, to go is in my Will, mtfl 
the residue of my estate : And I do hereby authorize, direct and 
empower the said trustees, from time to time, as the capital (f the 
said bank shall be received, aod shall nDt be wanted for the dife 
charge of the debts due thereat, to invest the name in ^ooJ socuri 
tic, in the names of my executoro, and to hind oier the same to 
them, to bo disposed of according to this my Vi ill 

XXVI Lasllif, T do hereby nommatt, and appoint Timothy 
Passon, Thomas P. Cope, Joseph Roberts, W illiam J Duane and 
John A. Barclay, executors of this mj kst Will and Testament 
I recommend to tbera to close the concerns of mj estate is expe- 
ditiously as possible, and to see that my intentions in respect to 
the residue of my estate are and shall be strictly complied with : 
and I do hereby revoke all other Wills by me hitherto made. 

Iq witness, I, the said Stephen Girard, have to this my last 
Will and Testament, contained in thirty-five pages, set my band at 
tho bottom of each page, and my hand and seal at the bottom of 



dbv Google 



STEPHEN GIKARD 3 \yiLL. BS 

this page ; tLe said Will esecutecl, from motives of prudence, in 
iluplioate, this sixteenth day of February, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty. 

STEPHEN GIEARB, [seal]. 
Signed, soaletl, pobliahed, and deolared by tho l 
said Stephen Girard, as and for bis last I 
Will and Teslament, in the presence of us, 
■who ha^e at his request hereunto snbaeribed V 
our names as witnesses thereto, in the pre- I 
senoe of the said Testator, and of each 
other, Feb. 16, 1830. J 

JOHN H. mWIN. 
SAMUEL AETHUR, 
S. II. CARPENTER. 

WHEREAS, I, Stephen Gintd, the Testator named m the 
foregoing Wili, and Testament, doted the eisteenth day of F-.b- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and thirty, ha\e, since the execution 
thereof, purchased -several parci-h and pieees cf reil (.state, and 
have built sundry Messuages, all of which, as well as any real es- 
tate that I may hLieafter purchase, it is my wish and intention to 
pass hy the siid W ill Now, I do hereby republi"!! the foiegoing 
last Will and Testament, dited February 16, 18^0, and do confirm 
the same in all particulars. In witness, I, the siud Stephen Gi- 
rard, set my hand and seal hereunto, the twenty-fifth day of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty. 

STEPHEN GIKAKD, [seal]. 
Eiigned, sealed, pabliaheil, and declared by the 
said Stephen Girard, as and for a republlof 
tion of his last Will and Testament, in tli 
presence of us, who, at his request, have 
hereunto subscribed our names as witnessf 
thereto, in the preaence of the said Testt 
tor and of each other, December 25th, 18S( 
JOHN H. IRWIN, 
SAMUEL ARTHUR, 
JNO. THOMSON. 

WHEREAS, I, Stephen Girard, the Testator named in tho 
foregoing Will and Testament, dated February 16, 1S30, have, 
HQce the execution thereof, purchased several parcels and pieces 
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of land and real estate, and have built sundry Messuages, all which, 
OS well as any real estate tliat I may hereafter purchase, it ia my 
intention to pass hy said Will ; And whereas, in particular, I have 
recently purchased from Mr. William Parker, the Mansion House, 
out-buildingg, and forty-five acres and somo perches of land, called 
I'eel Hall, on the Eidgo Road, in Penn Township ; Now, I declare 
it to he my intention, and I direct, that the Orphan establish ment, 
provided for in my said Will, instead of being built as therein di- 
rected upon niy square of ground between High and Chestnut and 
Eleventh and Twelfth streets in the city of Philadelphia, shall 
be built upon tlie estate so purchased from Mr. William Parker, 
and I hereby devote the said estate to that purpose, esclusivelv, 
in the same manner as I had devoted the said square, hereby di- 
recting that all the improvements and arrangements for the said 
Orphan establishment prescribed hy my said Will as to said square, 
shall bo made and executed upon the said estate, just aa if I 
had in my Will devoted the said estate to said purpose — conse- 
quently, the said square of ground is to constitute, and I de- 
clare it to be a part of the residue and remainder of my real 
and personal estate, and given and devised for the same uses and 
purposes as are declared in section twenty of my Will, it being my 
intention that the said square of ground shall be built upon and 
improved in such a manner as to seoave a safe and permanent in- 
come for the purposes stated in said twentieth section. In witness 
thereof, I, the said Stephen Girard, set my hand and soal hereun- 
to the twentieth day of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-one. 

STEPHEN &IRARD, [seal]. 
Signed, sealid, published, and declared 1 

tho e(ud Stephen Girard, as and for a. r 

publieatioa of his last Will and Teefament, 

and a furlher direoljon in relation to the 

real estate therein mentioned, in the pre- 
sence of ua, who, nt his request, have h< 

unto sabBeril)ed oar namaa as witnei 

thereto, mthe presence of tlie said Testator, 

and of each other, June 20, 1831. 

S. H. CARPENTEK, 
L. BAKDIN, 
SAMUEL ARTHUR, 
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Phihdelpliia December 31st IS^l — Then personilly ■appeared 

Sama I A th d S H C p te fw f (h w t t th 

f W U d th d r d ! p bl t th f d 

th th d d y th t Ih y w p t d d i d 

h St ph r d h f 1 1 th d \\ 11 d d 
p hi t n th f d 1 p hi h d d I th 

Ba IfhlfUll dTtmt dibit 

Ih f d th t t th 1 th f h w f 1 m d 

m III y 1 d rst d g t th b t f th k wl dg d 
belief; and at the same time appeared Jao. Thomson, one of the 
witnesses txi the first republication of said Will, and on his solemn 
affirmation did aay that he was present, and did see and hear Ste- 
phen Girard, the testator in the first republication of said Will 
named, sign, seal, publish, and declare the same as and for a. re- 
publication of his last Will and Testament. And the said Samuel 
Arthur, another of the witnesses to said first republication of 
said Will, on his oath did further say, that he was present, and 
did see and hear Stephen Girard, the testator in the first republi- 
cation of said Will named, sign, seal, publish, and declare the same 
as and for a republication of his Jast Will aud Testament, and they 
joth did say that at the doing thereof, he was of sound mind, me- 
mory, and understanding, to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
Coram, 

J. HUMES, Register. 

December 31, 1831. — Timothy Paxsou and Thomas P. Cope, 
two of the Executors, affirmed, and Joseph, Roberts, William J. 
Buane, and John A. Barclay, the other Executors, sworn, and 
letters testamentary granted uuto them. 
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